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Leader’s Comment

Councillor Chris Whitbread
Leader of the Council

‘Community Choices’ features again in The Forester. This time we
are reporting back to local people what you told us in the ‘Issues
and Options’ consultation. Tough choices lie ahead as we work
towards the production of the Local Plan, which will guide housing
and economic development over the next 20 years. It is a sensitive
topic but the best thing by far is to be open and honest.
Most residents like our district the way it is. Therefore we face the
challenge of protecting the district we love and providing homes for
our families in the future.
Change will happen but if we work together, the Local Plan can
help to ensure positive changes to the character and wellbeing of
our district into the future.
One year on from London 2012, Epping Forest District Council
is continuing to promote our local economy and tourism. We have

some of the best towns and villages in the south
east. The Forest and the Lee Valley Regional Park
are marvellous places for nature and recreation. The
Royal Gunpowder Mills, Waltham Abbey and Epping
Ongar Heritage Railway are just a few of the great
days out on offer.
Epping Forest district is a low-tax, pro-business
and pro-environment council. We have some of the
cheapest and at times free parking for all our High
Streets. Working with the Chamber of Commerce we
are continuing to support two crucial websites; One
Shops Local and Visit Epping Forest, where you can
find information on local services as well as ways to
enjoy free time on your own doorstep.

Local businesses need to get involved, too. The
more local traders who sign up and advertise on
these websites, the more attractive they become
to potential customers. Please spread the word.
Using local services and spending money with local
businesses helps everyone. It gives our traders
the help they need in these hard economic times,
provides jobs for local people and maintains our high
streets as the vibrant and attractive places residents
want them to be.
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CouncilNEWS

Email us: forester@
eppingforestdc.gov.uk

Join facebook.com/
eppingforestdc

Follow us on Twitter
@eppingforestdc

The latest news about Epping Forest District Council and what’s happening around the district

Local Plan - your views
Around 6,000 people responded
to our Local Plan consultation
- Community Choices. As we
have said repeatedly, it was not
a decision document. It was your
chance to give your views. We
promised we would report back
to you. With so much information
gathered and analysed we can’t
reproduce everything in The
Forester. A full 86-page report is
on our website. We are also writing
a summary of the key findings.
However, here are some of the key
things you, the residents of Epping
Forest district, told us.
Community Choices asked you
about the future issues and options
we should be considering to
accommodate population growth

Growth will affect transport
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and housing development over the
next 20 years to 2033. There is no
getting away from the fact - most
residents don’t want change. We
live in one of the most beautiful
parts of England. You told us
you already felt the pressure of
development and you feel strongly
that any future development should
be kept to the minimum.
You oppose development in the
Green Belt. If development is
necessary, you want to see it on
Brownfield sites first.
You don’t agree with any of the
housing growth forecasts ranging
from 6,400 to 10,200 homes.
97% of you said they should be
lowered. Most residents would
agree some development is
inevitable but there is strong
resistance to building new homes
for people other than those who
already live here. You don’t want
inward migration, whether from
London, the rest of the UK or
abroad.
This presents the Council with
a real dilemma. Future housing
need is linked to population growth
forecasts integral to the production
of our new Local Plan. It will
set down the policies by which
we approve or reject planning
applications. However, it has to
pass the tests of an Examination in
Public by a Government Inspector.
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We live in a beautiful district
If the Inspector doesn’t believe our
population growth and housing need
estimates are adequate, he/she
can throw out our Local Plan which
could allow developers to build
without reference to local policies.
Population forecasts are
notoriously difficult. It is hard to
predict future need but we know
from previous statistics that our
population is growing. We have
asked population experts, Edge
Analytics, to help councillors
understand how population is likely
to affect housing need over the
next 20 years. We are using the
latest population statistics from the
2011 Census to refine household
growth forecasts. We have to agree
growth levels that not only meet
Government policies but also take

account of the aspirations of local
people. It is going to be hard.
If we are to have a large number
of new homes, over 3,000 of you
said new development should be
concentrated around Harlow. The
most popular option would see
growth east of the town up to the
edge of the M11. Other options for
development to the south and west
also received some support but
Green Belt boundaries should
preserve the gaps between
Harlow and villages
such as Roydon.
Harlow Council has
shown significant
infrastructure is
necessary if many
new homes are
built on its borders.
You also voiced
your concerns
more generally
about the need
to match housing
development
with infrastructure
such as schools,
health services, public
transport (especially the
Central Line) and other
basics.
You also want the character
of our towns and villages
protected with greater emphasis
on conservation areas and listed
building status.
Community Choices asked for
your views on a range of possible
distribution for development. Apart
from support for some growth
(notwithstanding Green Belt issues)
around Harlow, none of the options

received much support. Strength
of feeling varied slightly from area
to area. There was a variety of
opinions around other options but
everyone asked for understanding
of local sensitivities.
Most of you have reservations

about our suggestions for
employment land. Two options
were suggested, totalling 28.5
hectares and 21.5 hectares. Of
those respondents who replied to
these questions, 93% said ‘No’ to
the options. Respondents argued

that if lower housing forecasts are
adopted, there is less need for
employment. Many of you also
said people should travel outside
the district to work in places like
Harlow and London. Uncertainty
over national economic prospects
also cast doubt over the need
for more local jobs growth. The
Government Inspector would need
to be convinced of this at the
Examination in Public.
Epping Forest District
Council is continuing
to work on the Local
Plan. Once we
finish analysing
your evidence
and receive the
revised population
forecasts, we
will come back
to you with more
consultation.
‘Preferred Options’
will be the next
stage of the Local
Plan and will try to
accommodate the
demand for housing
whilst conserving our
towns, villages and
countryside in the way we
want to keep them.
Being open about the choices we
make is essential. Your councillors
will continue to do all they can to
meet the housing needs of future
generations while protecting those
things valued by the people of
Epping Forest district today.
Go online at
www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/
planning for more information.
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New Chairman and Cabinet
Roydon councillor Mary Sartin is
the new Chairman of Epping Forest
District Council.
Councillors voted unanimously for
the appointment of Councillor Sartin
as the 39th Chairman of Epping
Forest District Council since the
creation of the Authority in 1974.
Councillor Sartin’s charities for her
term of office will be the Alzheimer’s
Society and St Clare Hospice.
Councillor Tony Boyce is the new
Vice-Chairman. The Chairman will
be blogging on
www.chairmanofcouncil.com

Following the Annual Council
meeting, Councillor Chris Whitbread
continues as Epping Forest District
Council Leader and Councillor Syd
Stavrou is the Deputy Leader. The
nine-member cabinet is:

Ring, click, or text it!
Syd Stavrou - Finance and
Technology Portfolio
William Breare-Hall - Environment
Portfolio

Chris Whitbread - Leader

Gary Waller - Safer, Greener and
Transport Portfolio

Richard Bassett - Planning
Portfolio

David Stallan - Housing Portfolio
(Ann Mitchell Assistant)

Elizabeth Webster - Leisure and
Wellbeing Portfolio (Paul Keska
Assistant)

Haluk Ulkun - Support Services
Portfolio (Tony Church Assistant)
Anne Grigg - Asset Management
and Economic Development
Portfolio (Helen Kane Assistant).
Councillor Richard Morgan is the
Chairman of the Overview and
Scrutiny Committee. Councillor
Brian Sandler will continue to chair
the District Development Control
Committee. Councillor Rod Butler
is the new ward member for Honey
Lane in Waltham Abbey.

Neighbourhood
Watch
Residents across Epping Forest are
being encouraged to start their own
Neighbourhood Watch group.
Could you become the eyes and
ears of the Police in your road?
If you are interested in working
together with your neighbours to
help reduce crime and anti-social
behaviour, you will find support
available to help you set up a new
group.
If you want to get involved, call
Mick Sheen on 01992 561530
or 07778 296650 or E-Mail:
efdnwatch@hotmail.co.uk

Over 15,000 households with no
changes to their form used the
telephone, Internet or text to confirm
their electoral registration details.
However, a further 20,000
households could have used the
automated responses but didn't.

Councillor Brian Rolfe hands over the chain
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Can you help?

Please, please register by
phone, Internet or text if the
details on the canvass form
haven’t changed
The annual canvass of electors
starts on 1 October. Look out for the
form and deal with it as soon as you
receive it.
District Elections Chief Ian Willett
says: “It was fantastic that so many
people used the new automated
system but many more households
could have. If your details are the
same as last year, it is by far the
best method of re-registering. I
did. It’s really quick and easy. You
also get a confirmation, rather than
wondering whether a form sent by
post arrived in the office.
“The economics are also simple.
It costs 12p for an automated
response compared to 28p return
postage, plus admin processing
costs. This year, make registration
by phone, Internet or text the norm
for all households with no changes.
“Registering as soon as the
form arrives avoids the need for
expensive reminders. People think
that because their details are the
same they don't have to register
- you do. You must confirm your
details every year.”
Electoral Services Office helpline:
01992 564411.
Mobile EFDC

Report it

Contact us

Find us

Council
meetings

Councillor
search

EFDC on
Twitter

What’s on
today?

Ring it

Click it

EPPING FOREST
DISTRICT COUNCIL
OPPORTUNITY

Council news Search our main
site

If you live or work in the Epping Forest district, have a real
interest in the District Council’s activities and can show skills and
experience in such fields as finance and investment, accountancy,
audit, risk management, compliance or governance, the Council’s
Audit and Governance Committee may be for you.
The Committee has five members; three are elected members
and two are co-opted persons who are not Councillors. A vacancy
for one of co-opted members will occur in September and the
Council is seeking to recruit a replacement with the right personal
qualities and experience.
Applicants must be able to demonstrate that they are truly
independent and have to meet certain appointment criteria before
they may be considered. Further details are set out in the candidate
information pack.
The selected candidate will be given appropriate training and
appointments will be made following interviews to be conducted by
a panel of Councillors.
Although these positions are volunteer roles, a small annual
allowance of £500 is payable to co-opted members.
To receive a pack and application form, please contact Ian Willett
(Assistant to the Chief Executive) on 01992 564243 E-Mail:
iwillett@eppingforestdc.gov.uk who can also deal with general
questions about the Committee. Details are also available on the
Council’s website www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk.
Specific questions about audit practice within the Council can be
addressed to Brian Bassington, the Council’s Chief Internal Auditor
on 01992 564446 E-Mail: bbassington@eppingforestdc.gov.uk
The closing date for applications is 31 August 2013 and completed
applications should be sent by post to I Willett,
Assistant to the Chief Executive, Epping Forest
District Council, High Street, Epping, Essex
CM16 4BZ or to his E-Mail address above.

Text it
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Empty homes need families

13/11/12

16:48

Page 1

One Shops Local - have you registered your business yet?

Do you own a property that is need
of substantial improvements and has
been empty for at least six months?
Maybe you have inherited a
property that you are unsure as to
what to do with.
Maybe your property requires large
expenditure to bring it up to a lettable
standard and you do not have the
immediate finances available.
This Council is introducing a
PLACE Loan to provide financial
help to owners of empty properties
to carry out essential repairs and
bring their home back to use.

With over 200 local businesses registered,
One Shops Local is a great way to promote
your business to potential customers in the
Epping Forest district, and it’s FREE!
Go to www.oneshopslocal.com to register.

• Publicise your offers to local
people and promote your services
completely free of charge.

www.oneshopslocal.com

One Shops Local

The Council is concerned about
empty properties. Each dwelling that
is left empty is a wasted resource.

8

Within Epping Forest we have a
growing demand for homes, either
to rent or purchase and would like
therefore to see empty properties
brought back into use as soon as
possible.
There are also economic
advantages in bringing a property
back into use such as revenue
from rent, reduced insurance
premiums, reduced maintenance
repair costs and reduced VAT costs

in renovating an empty property for
occupation. Also, remember that if
your property has been empty for
two years or more, you will be liable
for the Empty Homes Premium,
which means that you will have to
pay Council Tax at 150%.
If you think that you may be
interested in the PLACE Loan,
please give Debbie Gooding a
call on 01992 564706 or E-Mail:
dgooding@eppingforestdc.gov.uk

Epping Forest Housing Aid Scheme
needs you!
Many homeseekers cannot get
housed by the Council or a Housing
Association, because of the high
demand, so they have to look for
private rented accommodation. But
finding enough money for a deposit
can be very difficult.
The Epping Forest Housing Aid
Scheme (EFHAS) helps by giving
'deposit guarantees' to private
landlords, which take the place of
deposits. A guarantee will cover
an amount to a maximum of four
weeks’ rent. If there is any loss or
damage (beyond fair wear and tear),
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the landlord can make a claim at the
end of the tenancy. EFHAS will then
recover the money from the tenant.
EFHAS is an excellent charity,
staffed entirely by volunteers. They
have worked with us to assist many
people, currently around 100, but
they need more help and a new
secretary. Could you spare an hour
or two each week? You'll need basic
IT skills but you can work from
home and you won't have to handle
money. For more information on
ways you could help, please phone
Sid Miller on 01992 613651.

• Subscribers to One Shops Local
receive exclusive offers via their
E-Mail once a fortnight.
One Shops Local helps local
business, encourages community
spirit and promotes their services to
customers who share their reviews
online.
If you are a local business or
individual interested in the free
services available from One Shops
Local, you can register for updates
and find out more by visiting
www.oneshopslocal.com/

The PLACE Loan
An interest-free loan of up to
£25,000 will be available to
property owners to carry out
necessary repairs to bring it up
to a suitable living standard.
If you are interested in a loan,
an Officer from the Private
Sector Housing Team will visit
to determine necessary works
to bring the property up to the
Decent Homes Standard and
produce a schedule of works for
you to obtain estimates from your
chosen contractors. On approval
of the loan, which will take into
consideration certain financial
criteria, monies will be released
for you to arrange the works.
On completion, the property can
either be sold or can be made
available for letting.
No interest is paid on the loan,
provided the full amount is paid
back in the required time.
If the property is to be sold, the
loan must be repaid within two
years; if the property is to be let,
the loan must be repaid within
five years.

• It’s free, quick and simple to
sign up.

Conference
Paul Parker of Church’s Butchers in Epping
July marked Independent Retailer
Month, a global ‘shop local’
campaign to highlight the essential
role of smaller independent
businesses in our area.
Why shop locally?
• For every £1 spent locally, between
50p and 70p goes back into the
local economy. However, if you
should spend the same £1 outside
the community or online, only 5p
comes back to the local community.
• Low cost and free weekend
parking in many Council car parks.
• Shopping locally means you are

more likely to be buying locallysourced, high-quality produce.
• You can reduce your carbon
footprint, save money and time.
• A positive impact will be made on
the community if you spend just
10% of your money locally.
• Local shops uphold high standards
of personal service, niche skills
and produce.
Boost your business
• Join nearly 300 other local
businesses benefiting from
One Shops Local.

Epping Forest Youth Council
welcomed 80 teenagers from across
the district to a Youth Conference in
July.
All eight district secondary schools
participated in the youth-led event.
After a morning of focus groups
the conference debated whether the
voting age should be lowered to 16.
The motion was carried. 55% voted
in favour of lowering the voting age
to 16.
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Would you like to CERV your community?
Launch of the Community Emergency Response Volunteer Initiative (CERV)
During a major incident, the CERV
group may provide rapid shelter for
people evacuated from their homes
in a village hall or community centre.
Existing Community Groups are
strongly encouraged to get involved.
Fortunately, as major incidents are
relatively rare, CERV groups will
spend much of their time preparing

Tackling litter
Avoid getting a £75 charge for
littering by making sure that you
dispose of litter correctly.
The Council’s
Environment and
Neighbourhoods
Officers regularly patrol
the district on the look
out for people littering,
including throwing waste
out of vehicles.

cigarette butt littering is still a
problem. Over 60 Fixed Penalty
Notices have been paid by such
offenders. Cigarette
butts and chewing
gum are classified
as litter under the
Environmental
Protection Act 1990
with fines of up to
£2,500.
How can you help?

Good news
Officers have found
that most people use litter bins or
take their litter home. Unfortunately,

Tell your friends not to
drop any litter and set an example.
The next time you see litter outside

your house, shared parking or in
the street, how about picking it up
and putting it in the bin? Little and
often can make a positive impact on
reducing the amount of litter and help
discourage littering where you live.
We can make a huge impact on the
amount of litter we see across the
district in this way. Together we can
tackle litter.
For more information, contact the
Environment and Neighbourhoods
Team on 01992 564608.
Environmental issues can also
be reported on the Council’s
website or by E-Mail: erefuse@
eppingforestdc.gov.uk

Party time for noise team
If you are planning to have a
party, try to avoid disturbing your
neighbours!
Every summer the Council’s
Environment and Neighbourhoods
Officers receive complaints about
noisy parties - yet many could be
avoided by warning neighbours
beforehand.
“Most people will tolerate some
noise from a party, or can make
arrangements to be away on the
night if they are given plenty of
warning,” said Environment and
Neighbourhoods Manager Richard
Gardiner.
“It’s always a good idea to let your
neighbours know how long they may
be disturbed for - and try to keep to
what you have told them.”
Keep music to a reasonable level
and windows and doors closed to
contain music inside your house. If
you are playing music outside or in
a marquee, you need to think about
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turning the volume down or off
before midnight.
Epping Forest District Council
has strong powers under the
Environmental Protection Act 1990
to deal with noise that amounts to
a statutory nuisance. Legal action
can result in fines and equipment
being seized and permanently
confiscated.
If you are being disturbed by noise
from a party, before complaining
think about whether you can tolerate
it. It may be the party is a one-off.
Remember too, that if you own
your house and plan to move, you
must declare any formal complaints
you have made.
Within normal working hours call
01992 564608, outside normal
working hours noise complaints
can be reported to the Council on
01992 564000. Before midnight
and after 1.00pm all complaints will
be passed to the Duty Noise Officer.
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The Council recently launched
this scheme, which is a Cabinet
Office initiative. This Council, Essex
County Fire & Rescue Service and
Harlow Council have agreed to
operate it as a pilot scheme.
Volunteers will be recruited from
various communities to support
the emergency services before,
during and after a public emergency.

with their communities. This could
include gritting paths, issuing
sandbags and carrying out fire
safety checks.
For more information, contact Peter
Charman on 01992 564176 or by
E-Mail: pcharman@
eppingforestdc.gov.uk

Launch of the CERV Initiative

Are you ready?

Outside these times the Council
operates an emergency service,
please be aware that all enquiries
are recorded.
Copies of the Council’s leaflet
‘Bothered by Noise - A guide to the
Council’s out of hours noise service’
are available on request or visit our
website at www.eppingforestdc.
gov.uk/environment_and_
neighbourhoods_team

Imagine the scene - it’s the middle
of the night and you are suddenly
awoken by a Police Officer knocking
at your door. “You need to leave
your house immediately. There’s
been an accident and dangerous
chemicals have been spilled all over
the road.”
It might seem very unlikely but
would you be ready to leave at a
moment’s notice? To find out more
about how the Council prepares for
emergencies and how you can help

them to help you, come along to
the Community Day at North Weald
Airfield on Sunday 8 September
from 10.00am.
As well as the Fun Day with all the
usual attractions, such as rides for
the children, charity stalls, classic
cars and more, our Emergency
Planning Team will be on hand
with many exhibits, demonstrations
and displays. Also attending are
the emergency services, voluntary
agencies and local groups.

Amongst the displays will be Police
helicopters and motorcyclists, the
Air Ambulance, the Police Dog Unit,
Bomb Disposal and Essex Search
and Rescue.
We look forward to seeing you
there - come and have fun and
learn how to deal with a crisis at the
same time. For more information,
contact Peter Charman on 01992
564176 or E-Mail: pcharman@
eppingforestdc.gov.uk
Please see page 23 for more details.

Are you prepared?
Forester 68 / Summer - Autumn 2013
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Outstanding
orthopaedics

Time
Free
www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk
Summer Programme
The Council’s
Community Services
Team has put
together a programme
of activities to keep
children and young
people amused.
There’s something for
everyone.
There will be Tudorthemed activities at
the Museum including
the opportunity to
become a Tudor
Knight. Tudor inspired clay activities
and quill pen writing.
Sports enthusiasts will be in their
element when they see the range of
activities available. They include golf
and badminton coaching, handball
and self defence classes.
Playschemes for children aged
between 5 and 11 years will be
running again across the district,
starting at the even earlier time
of 8.45am and running through
to 3.30pm. Playschemes are
organised by a team of trained
and experienced play workers and
leaders.
The range of summer activities are
spread across the district in a variety
of venues and the programme offers
things to do for children as young
as 2 years old up to teenagers of
18 years old with over 170 sessions
available.
If you would like a copy of the full
programme it is available at www.
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eppingforestdc.
gov.uk or from Civic
Offices and Hemnall
Street Receptions,
the District Museum in
Sun Street, Waltham
Abbey and from
libraries.
The following
information highlights
some of the exciting
activities in more
detail …
Elliott and the Rainbow Bangers
& Mash are back with Elliott and
the Rainbow. Come with Elliott the
Dog to find a rainbow, meet lots of
characters and join in the singing,
dancing and games.
The Main Hall, The Limes Centre,
Limes Avenue, Chigwell IG7 5LP 26
July at 10.30am and
Loughton Library,
Traps Hill, Loughton
IG10 1HD 1 August
10.30am £8.50 adult
and child, £4.50
extra ticket. Suitable
for 2-5 years.
Rumpelstiltskin
Bangers &
Mash perform
Rumpelstiltskin. This
traditional story is
told through puppets,
songs and games with some
lessons along the way. Will the

unusual magical man, who offers to
help the young girl spin straw into
gold for the King, keep
his promises?
The Main Hall, The Limes Centre,
Limes Avenue, Chigwell IG7 5LP
26 July at 2.00pm and Loughton
Library, Traps Hill, Loughton IG10
1HD 1 August at 2.00pm £8.50
adult and child, £4.50 extra ticket.
Suitable for 4-9 years.
Active Story Telling Rumpelstiltskin
You and your grown-up will be
bringing this magical fairy tale to life
through story-telling, movement and
music. Become Rumpelstiltskin or
the miller’s daughter, make different
shapes with your body, dress up,
play games and learn this story to
share with your friends and family.
The Limes Centre, Limes Avenue,
Chigwell IG7 5LP
30 July at 10.30am12.30pm. Epping
Hall, St John’s Road
CM16 5JU
21 August at
10.30am-12.30pm.
£8.50 adult and child,
£4.50 extra ticket
(concessions £6.50
adult and child).
How to … Draw!
If you can draw a
triangle, you can
draw a chicken! Learn to develop
your sketching skills and improve

at Holly House Hospital
Whether you need major hip
or knee surgery, removal of
a bunion or investigation of
a musculoskeletal problem,
we can care for you from
diagnosis through to treatment
and rehabilitation
• Leading consultant orthopaedic surgeons
• Trauma clinics for very recent injuries
• Sports injury clinic
• State-of-the-art surgical facilities
• Onsite diagnostic investigations

including MRI
• Chartered physiotherapists
• 3D gait analysis
• Shockwave therapy

T: 020 8936 1201
www.hollyhouse-hospital.co.uk
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FORESTER ADVERTISING

FORESTER ADVERTISING 68

Feel like a fish out of water?

020 8553 9900 / 08457 909090
jo@samaritans.org
Text/SMS: 07725 909090
www.samaritans.org/redbridge

Feel like nobody’s listening?
Contact Samaritans

8 Mildmay Road, Ilford, IG1 1DT
You can telephone, email
or text us 24/7

Redbridge Samaritans is grateful for
the financial support provided by

Why not
advertise
within the
Forester?
Telephone 0845
900 5796 for
further details

EPPING H A L L
Located in the Heart of
the Epping Town Centre
Seating for
receptions up to 150
Outside catering
permitted
Separate bar, patio and garden
Lift to Both Levels

2

Ample Local Parking

Disabled Access

Epping Hall is a purpose built venue situated in the heart of
Epping town centre that is ideal for any kind of function.

www.nicantony.com

With its own kitchen, bar, lounge, patio and garden - not to
mention a main hall that can seat 150 people (sit down meal), or
be converted into a theatre with rack seating (224 people) staging
and curtains, and conference facilities for 50 people

London ofﬁce (Docklands) :

Council Offices, Epping Hall, St Johns Road,
Epping, Essex CM16 5JU

For more Information

Telephone: 01992 579444
FORESTER ADVERTISING 68

info@nicantony.com

Experienced,
creative, practical
FREE initial
consultation

020 7345 5070

Essex ofﬁce (Buckhurst Hill) :

020 8498 0228

FORESTER ADVERTISING 68
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KNOW YOUR WARD COUNCILLOR
BROADLEY COMMON, EPPING
UPLAND AND NAZEING

BUCKHURST HILL EAST

CONSERVATIVE

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT

Penny Smith

Peter Spencer

CHIPPING ONGAR, GREENSTED AND MARDEN ASH

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT

CONSERVATIVE

Neville Wright

BUCKHURST HILL WEST
DEMOCRATS
CONSERVATIVE LIBERAL
CONSERVATIVE

Haluk Ulkun

Sylvia Watson

CHIGWELL VILLAGE

CHIGWELL ROW

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

Brian Sandler

Lesley Wagland

Gavin Chambers

EPPING LINDSEY AND THORNWOOD COMMON

LOUGHTON ST JOHN’S

CONSERVATIVE

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

John Knapman

John Markham

LOWER NAZEING

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

CONSERVATIVE

Caroline Pond

Harvey Mann

Richard Cohen

Richard Bassett

THEYDON BOIS

EPPING HEMNALL

HASTINGWOOD, MATCHING
AND SHEERING VILLAGE

GRANGE HILL

LOUGHTON ST MARY’S

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

NORTH WEALD BASSETT

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

Yolanda Knight

Anne Grigg

SHELLEY

CONSERVATIVE

LABOUR

Dave Stallan

Peter Gode

WALTHAM ABBEY NORTH EAST

WALTHAM ABBEY PATERNOSTER

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

INDEPENDENT

CONSERVATIVE

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

Will Breare-Hall

Tony Church

Chris Whitbread

Alan Lion

Gagan Mohindra

Kewal Chana

Richard Morgan

Kenneth Avey

Janet Whitehouse

Jon Whitehouse

Sue Jones

John Philip

Jeane Lea

Ann Mitchell

John Wyatt

Liz Webster

Derek Jacobs

Paul Keska

HIGH ONGAR, WILLINGALE
AND THE RODINGS

LAMBOURNE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

LOUGHTON ALDERTON
INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

WALTHAM ABBEY HONEY LANE

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
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UKIP

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

Rodney Butler

Glynis Shiell

Antony Watts

KEY

SHEERING

WARD BOUNDARY
PARISH BOUNDARY

Margaret McEwen

Brian Rolfe

LOUGHTON BROADWAY

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Lance Leonard

10

Tracey Thomas

MATCHING

LOWER SHEERING

CONSERVATIVE

HIGH LAVER LITTLE
LAVER

25
ROYDON
Jennie Hart

Leon Girling

LOUGHTON FAIRMEAD
INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

MAGDALEN
LAVER

Gary Waller

MORETON AND
FYFIELD
CONSERVATIVE

20 NAZEING
1
EPPING UPLAND

Tessa Cochrane

PASSINGFORD
CONSERVATIVE

David Wixley

LOUGHTON RODING
INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

INDEPENDENT

WALTHAM
ABBEY

28

LOUGHTON

15

CONSERVATIVE

19
16

Kenneth Angold-Stephens

Stephen Murray

Mary Sartin

27

18

James Hart

ROYDON

THEYDON
BOIS

2

LAMBOURNE

5
CHIGWELL 4

9

6

12

17

BUCKHURST
3 HILL

Syd Stavrou

Helen Kane

Ricki Gadsby

Key to Wards

7
Roydon
Shelley

14

13

CONSERVATIVE

STANFORD RIVERS

EFORD
STAPL EY
TAWN
ON
THEYD T
MOUN

Colin Finn

29

24

EPPING

ON
THEYD N
O
GARN

Heather Brady

7

31
32

6

ONGAR

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

Epping Forest District Council covers an area of 131 square miles
and has a population of 125,000. The district is divided into 32
Wards and there are 58 Councillors. As can be seen some Wards
have three Councillors whilst others have only one. This is worked
out on the number of residents living in each Ward. This map should
help you identify your Councillors.

26
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LOUGHTON FOREST

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

11
WILLINGALE

HIGH ONGAR

8

30

Tony Boyce

22

23

WALTHAM ABBEY SOUTH WEST

CONSERVATIVE

ABBESS, BEAUCHAMP
AND BERNERS RODING

MORETON FYFIELD

NORTH WEALD
BASSETT BOBBINGWORTH

WALTHAM ABBEY
HIGH BEACH

STAPLEFORD
ABBOTTS

Spur Petroleum
(London) Ltd

Three privately owned popular Independent Schools in the
Epping Forest area, each with a strong emphasis on:
• Friendly, family atmospheres •

• Before and after-school care •

• Impressive Inspection Reports •

• High academic standards •

• Small class sizes •

• Excellent partnership with parents •

• Self-confidence and discipline • • Excellent success rates at all levels •

• Many extra-curricular activities •

Oaklands School
LOUGHTON
Boys & Girls 21/2 - 11

Open Morning:
Thursday 3 October - 9.15am
Central Heating Oil, Fast Delivery Service, Competitive Prices

Tel: 01992 760820/762391

Headmistress: Mrs Cheryl Macnair
8 Albion Hill, Loughton, Essex IG10 4RA
Tel: 020 8508 3517 www.oaklandsschool.co.uk

Normanhurst School
NORTH CHINGFORD
Boys & Girls 21/2 - 16

TANK REMOVAL & REPLACEMENT SERVICE
Complete change over service offered; ie. Old tanks
removed, pump overs of product, new tanks installed.
Quotations and advice given.

Open Evening: Thurs 3 Oct - 6pm
Open Morning: Fri 3 Oct - 9.15am
Headmistress: Mrs Claire Osborn
68-74 Station Road, North Chingford, London E4 7BA
Tel: 020 8529 4307 www.normanhurstschool.co.uk

Coopersale Hall School
EPPING
Boys & Girls 21/2 - 11

Open Morning:
Friday 4 October - 9.15am
Headmistress: Miss Kaye Lovejoy
Flux’s Lane, Epping, Essex CM16 7PE
Tel: 01992 577133 www.coopersalehallschool.co.uk

Access Oil & Tank Ltd, Oil Terminal,
Bryanstone Road, Waltham Cross, Herts EN8 7PJ
Tel: 01992 787000 Fax: 01992 788154
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EPPING FOREST CARELINE

Access specialises in repairs and offers a full emergency and
breakdown service as well as heating and boiler installations

Safety • Security • Independent Living
Epping Forest Careline offers peace
of mind with Telecare

• all makes/types of boilers repaired
• Installation and upgrading of all boilers
• EMERGENCY HEATING AND PLUMBING SERVICE
• FULL RANGE OF GAS FITTING AND ISSUING OF GAS SAFETY
CERTIFICATES FOR LAndLORDS AND PUBLIC

6

For more information about our service

Telephone: 020 8532 1065
Access Heating and Plumbing
45 Green Close, Epping Green, Epping CM16 6PS

Contact us on 07850 667 564
www.accessheatingandplumbing.co.uk
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Lock＇em Out
Beat the Burglar by following these top tips

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lift the door handle and turn the key in
the lock and remove the keys of PVCu
doors before going out or retiring for
bed.
Close and lock all your doors and
windows, even if you are only going
out for a few minutes.

Adults not necessary

Do not leave your keys, especially car
keys, near doors, your letterbox or
windows. Hide them away from view.

imagination. Experience drama,
dance, music and craft activities.
Oakwood Hill Senior Citizens’
Club, Marlescroft Way, Loughton
IG10 3LZ 9 August at 10.30am12.30pm, Roding Valley Hall,
Station Way, Buckhurst Hill IG9 6LN
23 August 10.00am-12 noon, North
Weald Village Hall, High Road CM16
6BU 23 August at 2.00pm-4.00pm
£7 (concessions £4). Suitable for
3-5 years.

Keep your valuables out of sight.
If it is dark when you get home
consider fitting timers to internal
lights.
Install a visible burglar alarm. Your
Police Crime Prevention Officer will
be able to advise.
Mark or etch your property with your
postcode plus your house, flat number
or the first three letters of your house
name.
Always keep sheds and outbuildings
locked.
Cancel the milk or other deliveries if
you will be away for days or weeks at
a time.

For free and impartial security advice
speak to your local police Crime Prevention
Officer by dialling 101
visit www.essexpolice.uk

8

more info at www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk

Come on an under-sea adventure
technique with artist, Helen Morse
Palmer. She’ll share tips and tricks
in this fun workshop.
Epping Library, St John’s Road
CM16 5DN 29 July at 10.30am11.30am and 1.30pm-2.30pm,
Waltham Abbey Library, Sun Street
EN9 1EL 31 July at 10.30am11.30am and 1.30pm-2.30pm £3.50
(concessions £2.50). Suitable for
7-12 years.
Ocean Extravaganza You will
create a world of wonder using your

Keep your home secure

Lock＇em Out
EFDC Safer Communities Team Tel: 01992 564608

Please allow
15 minutes for
registration prior
to all events.

How to … Hip Hop! Learn the
latest moves and routines and
everything you need to become a
Hip Hop Dancer. You can perfect
your body positioning, attitude and
groove. You’ll show your routines
to family and friends at the end of
the workshops. Wear comfortable
clothes and bring
plenty of water.
Theydon Bois
Village Hall, Coppice
Row CM16 7ER
6 and 7 August (twoday event) 3-5 years
at 10.00am-11.00am
(both days), £11
(concessions £7),
6-8 years at
11.30am-1.00pm
(both days), £14
(concessions £10),
9-12 years at
2.00pm-4.00pm (both days),
£17 (concessions £13).

Adults must accompany
children
Grand Day Out Enjoy a funpacked afternoon fit for any Lord or
Lady with themed entertainment,
including hat making, Charleston
dancing and sports day activities.
This will be fun for all the family and
a chance for adults to join in.
15 August at1.00pm-4.00pm, £9.50
adult and child, £5 extra ticket.
Suitable for families and children 3
years +.
Dotty the Dragon Dotty the baby
fire dragon pays a surprise visit
to the village at the bottom of her
mountain. Everyone fears for their
lives but Dotty would
never harm anyone!
Blunderbus is
proud to present
this enchanting
fairytale adventure
with a very happy
ending. This show
comes to life with an
irresistible blend of
live music, puppets
and storytelling.
Epping Hall, St
John’s Road CM16
5JU 13 August at
11.30am and 2.30pm (two shows)
£9.50 adult and child, £5 extra
ticket. Suitable for 3-7 years.

Email: safercommunities@eppingforestdc.gov.uk
Web: www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk
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Time
continued
Free
www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk
Rumble in the Jungle Animal
capers is designed for children
with disabilities, their families
and siblings. Enjoy dramatised
movement, sport and art. Relax in a
calm and sensory zone.
Met Police Club (large marquee),
High Road, Chigwell IG7 6BD
20 August at 2.00pm-4.00pm, £7
per child (concessions £4 per child).
Children must be accompanied by
an adult. Suitable for 4-16 years.
Arthur’s Dream Boat The popular
Long Nose Puppets return in a story

of a little boy who has an amazing
dream about a beautiful pink and
green boat with a stripy mast.
Zinc Arts Centre, Great Stony,
High Street, Chipping Ongar CM5
0AD 27 August at 11.00am and
2.00pm £9.50 adult and child,
£5.00 extra ticket. Children must be
accompanied by an adult. Suitable
for 2-8 years.
ArtTastic! Develop your art skills.
Explore a range of materials and
techniques, including drawing,
printing, collage and model making.

Dress for mess!
Jack Silley Pavilion, Tidys Lane,
Epping CM16 6SP 28 and
29 August (two-day event) 6-8 years
at 10.30am-12.30pm (both days),
9-12 years at 2.00pm-4.00pm (both
days) £9.00 (concessions £6.00).
Adults not necessary. Suitable for
6-8 years and 9-12 years.
Whilst booking is not necessary
for every activity it is in most cases.
The booking line is open MondayFriday from 10.00am-4.00pm on
01992 564226.

• Young Sports Award An award
of £1,500 for 13-25 year olds who
compete at county, regional or
national level in a sport with a
recognised National Governing
Body.
• Club of the Year £1,000 is
available for a local club that
can demonstrate it has made
a significant contribution to
community sport the previous year.
• Community Coach of the Year
£500 is available for Continuing
Professional Development (CPD)
for a local coach (must coach

16
14

Walking at a slightly faster pace
several times a week can also
help reduce high blood pressure,
keep your weight down and reduce
the chances of developing heart
disease, diabetes and Alzheimer’s.
Another walker who has benefited
from Lifewalks is Adrienne de Mont
from Loughton. She said: “Going
on Lifewalks makes me get up and
do something positive first thing in
the morning. And exercising in the
lovely Essex countryside is far more
Walk Leader Patricia Hutchings
with Arthur Walker

New Sports Awards
The District Council’s Sports
Awards have been revamped. The
categories are:

Lifewalks

Lifewalks diary could hold the
secret to reaching 90, says Arthur

within the district), who has made a
significant and positive contribution
to their club or to sport, health and
fitness in Epping Forest.
• Volunteer of the Year £500
is available for CPD to a local
volunteer who helps make a
positive impact on sport, health
and fitness in the district.
Nominations can be made until
6 September and winners will be
announced in October. All winners
will be nominated automatically for
the regional awards taking place in
November.
For more information please
contact Fabrizio on 01992 564567
E-Mail: fferrari@eppingforestdc.
gov.uk

Forester 68 / Summer - Autumn 2013

Ice hockey star Glenn Billing,
winner of last year’s Sports Award

enjoyable than going to a gym. I’ve
also got to know more local people
and feel more connected to the local
community. I look forward to meeting
the new friends I’ve made and we
often go for coffee after the walks.”
Call Karen Murray for a Lifewalks
diary on 01992 564222 or E-Mail:
kmurray@eppingforestdc.gov.
uk A diary and free walk voucher
will be posted to you. You can also
download the diary from www.
eppingforestdc.gov.uk/lifewalks

Museum wins the lottery! A total of
£1.6 million to extend the building

Walker by name and Walker by
nature, Arthur Walker of Epping
attributes his good health and
longevity in part to the Council’s
Walking for Health Scheme,
Lifewalks. Arthur (90), joined
Lifewalks in 2002. He says the
secret to becoming a nonagenarian
is keeping active and Lifewalks, the
gym and keeping himself busy in
the garden.
The Scheme has a new diary
packed with over 200 organised
walks and special events. Walks
start in various locations, including
Waltham Abbey, Loughton, Theydon
Bois and North Weald.
A brisk walk is great exercise. It
strengthens your heart and lungs.

Forester 68 / Summer - Autumn 2013
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Cycling 4 Health

Improving your health is as easy as
riding a bike. Cycling 4 Health will

Grange Farm Centre
help improve your health and fitness
through weekly guided rides. Rides
in Epping Forest and the Lee Valley
will make you feel fitter while you
explore some of the most unspoilt
spots in the district.
Regular cycling helps you lose
weight, reduces stress and improves
your fitness. It is a whole body,
low-impact exercise, excellent if
you have joint issues or problems
with your weight. At 300 Calories
per hour, you would burn 11lbs of
fat in a year if you cycle 30 minutes
every day. Cycling also builds up

muscle and boosts your metabolism,
burning calories even at rest.
Rides are open to all and the
emphasis is on fun and friendship.
Bikes and helmets are available for
hire or bring your own.
Rides will take place every
Wednesday morning at 10.00am
until October and generally last two
hours, including refreshment breaks
and socialising. £3 if you bring your
own bike, £6 if you hire one.
For more information, contact
Fabrizio on 01992 564567 or E-Mail:
fferrari@eppingforestdc.gov.uk

‘Loughton and its Trees’, published
by Loughton Historical Society is
now available in e-book and paper
versions.
Loughton is the fifth Parish to
produce such a book, with the aim
of protecting trees for the future,
promoting conservation and planting
more trees.
If you think that your community
would benefit from a similar
project, contact Tree Officer Chris
Neilan E-Mail: ContactTrees@
eppingforestdc.gov.uk
The downloadable version of the
Loughton book is available on the
Council’s website.

16
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Tree Strategies where next?

Why not visit Grange Farm, where
you can enjoy the meadows, with
circular walks, accessible for all?

Thomas Willingale School students learning about trees

Forester 68 / Summer - Autumn 2013

Dog Show
You will be able to see plenty of
flowers, trees and wildlife. Roding
Valley Nature Reserve is close by.

Enjoy the scenery at Grange Farm

HealthWorks
HealthWorks fitness at Waltham
Abbey Pool and Gym. A fun way to
keep fit! HealthWorks instructors
show you how to use the gym
equipment safely in your first
session. Then you can come and
do your own gym workout, or join in
our gym challenges and mini fitness
classes. Ab attack, step aerobics,
circuits and body pump (a mini full
body weights session to music) are
available. Sessions are dedicated to
your age group and you get to work
out with your friends for £2.

Evie, one of our HealthWorks gym
members, received ‘Member of the
Month’ and is the first young person
ever to have won this.
Wednesday evening (termtime) 4.30pm-5.30pm. For more
information, call Katie on 01992
564713 or E-Mail: healthworks@
eppingforestdc.gov.uk Look
out for our holiday GYM ‘n’ SWIM
sessions - an hour in the gym and
an hour swim for £2.50. Every
Wednesday and Friday 2.00pm4.00pm starting on 31 July.

The Waltham Abbey Dog Show was
a great success. A total of £1,987.60
was raised for German Shepherd
Rescue (West Essex). The best in
show was a miniature smooth-haired
Dachshund called Rio, owned by L
Pocock from Ingatestone.
The reserve best in show was a
Standard Poodle called Hy-Dee,
owned by Mrs Lawrance from
Waltham Cross. Best puppy was
a Tibetan Terrier called Emrys,
belonging to J Witham from
Stapleford Abbotts. D-coy a German
Shepherd belonging to Kate Hearne
of Waltham Abbey won firsts in best
puppy, best long coat and was the
best German Shepherd in show.
The best veteran was a German
Shepherd named Beth owned by
David Knight from West Malling.
With thanks to MediVet Waltham
Abbey, who sponsored a number of
classes.

Best in show winner Rio

Forester 68 / Summer - Autumn 2013
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Alcohol misuse
ADAS (West Essex Alcohol &
Drugs Service) works from
various locations across West
Essex. Contact them for further
advice or information about
support with your alcohol
intake on 01279 641347 or
ADAS, 118-124 The Stow,
Harlow, Essex CM20 3AS.
Alternatively, text or call
Community Alcohol Worker
Michele on 07807 266210 or
Zygi on 07805 048420.
Here is a true story from
Patrick Lee about his personal
struggle with alcohol.
“I never planned or wanted to
end my life - it became an almost
foregone conclusion. I came to
believe that being sectioned to
a psychiatric ward, after another
prolonged bout of drinking, was
just the way it was for me. My
home, family and business
had virtually gone. Life revolved
around either drinking or thinking
about drinking.
“All the years and years of drinking
to oblivion had, I thought, made it
easier to deal with what I now know
to be normal, everyday things most
people deal with. Why I chose this
way I am not sure - at best I would
blame everyone else, at worst I
could blame myself. My life really
had become a spiral, unable to deal
with the slightest of problems, good
or bad.
“I imagine it today to be like a
wall, gradually building up an
unbreakable barrier around me.
Sure, I had my fair share of pain and
anxiety. At five years old my eldest
sister was placed in a home for what
in those days they called ‘retarded
people’. I hated that word. At seven
my brother emigrated to Australia.
At 13 my dad died and at 14 I was
in remand centres and detention
centres, out of parental control.
My first real drink was when dad

18

died, lying in a school playground,
pouring with rain, crying my eyes
out. Drink allowed me that release.
“At 19 I got married and we had
two wonderful children by the time I
was 21. Then I lost my middle sister
to a long and very painful disease.
My son Tony should have been one
of twins. I want to stop here. Only
that I could carry on this list taking
up 53 years of my life.
“Through all this, my wife and
children supported, loved and cared
for me. The last five years being
almost impossible to get near me.
Appealing to me to get help. Giving
me examples of friends who had
died through drinking or people who
had managed to recover. They spoke
of agencies to get professional help.

Forester 68 / Summer - Autumn 2013

“Finally it all became too much. I
chose to lock myself away. I knew
that I couldn't go on one more
day, so Christmas 2010 I decided
to finish it. Several attempts at
hanging myself in my business
yard failed. I gave up and just laid
down in the snow to die.
“That’s where my son found me
at 6.00am the following day. I
was about as low mentally and
physically as I had ever been.
Somehow, some of the things
my wife had asked me to do
seemed to give me hope. I had
tried counselling several times
but to be honest it was more to
keep the family happy.
“This time though I got honest,
really honest. At first it was
really overwhelming. My
counsellor gave me time and
slowly allowed me to share my
feelings as well as my fear and
anger. Showed me gently how to
care for others, notably my wife
and children and explained that as
I got well, so my family would, too.
Give it time and for that matter my
life in general would get better.
“Amazingly, all those examples my
wife and children gave me I now
use to keep me well. Today I am the
same person. I still have all those
memories. My life hasn't in itself
changed, those things did happen in
my life, it’s just today I accept.
“ADAS gave me the opportunity
to become honest with myself and
others. To have the belief that what
I hoped for would, if I worked for it,
come true.
“At the time of writing this I haven't
had a drink or drug for over 24
months. I live a full and realistic life
today. Not everything in my life runs
how I want it to but today I can deal
with it.”
Patrick Lee, Scaffolder

Epping Forest
ReUse
Epping Forest
ReUse offers good
quality furniture
and household
goods to the
general public with
reduced prices for
those on benefits. Visit the Epping
ReUse Centre (Bower Hill Industrial
Estate, Bower Hill, Epping CM16
7BN) to choose from a wide range of
furniture, cookers, fridge/freezers and
washing machines, nursery and other
goods - everything that’s needed to
furnish a home. Goods are delivered
for a one-off charge regardless of the
number of items purchased.
Donations of good quality goods
are always needed but please phone
the Centre first. More volunteers,
especially those with DIY skills are
needed.
For more information, phone
01992 578222 or visit
www.eppingreuse.org.uk

Revised Bank Holiday refuse
and recycling dates
You may wish to cut this out and keep it as a useful
reminder. More information can be found at
www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk
Normal collection day		

Revised collection day

Monday 26 August		

Tuesday 27 August

Tuesday 27 August		

Wednesday 28 August

Wednesday 28 August		

Thursday 29 August

Thursday 29 August		

Friday 30 August

Friday 30 August		

Saturday 31 August

Normal collections resume on Monday 2 September

Jack Petchey success
Six young people involved in
Epping Forest Youth Council and
the Youth Volunteer Programme
received prestigious Jack Petchey
Achievement Awards.
Recipients included Joe Tinsley,
for his environmental volunteer
work and Youth Councillors
Annalise Armitage, Jaymey
McIvor, Natasha Miller, Carina
Sander and Catherine Barry for
their outstanding contribution to
local youth democracy.
Joe (15), from St John’s
School in Epping, participated
in the Council’s Youth Volunteer

Programme. Joe’s hard work and
passion for the project helped and
encouraged others to achieve
their goals. Annalise, Jaymey,
Natasha, Carina and Catherine
received awards for being
exceptional Youth Councillors,
who have consistently ‘gone the
extra mile’.
Young Persons’ Officer Diane
Butler also received the Youth
Leaders Award.

Your future,
our future Apprenticeship
vacancies

We are very excited to offer nine young
people who live in the district, aged
between 16 and 18, the opportunity
of either a two- year Apprenticeship
in Business Administration or a
three-year Apprenticeship in MultiTrade Construction - go to www.
eppingforestdc.gov.uk/jobs for
more details.

Forester 68 / Summer - Autumn 2013

19

Summer/Autumn 2013

Housing Benefit introduction of the
Benefit Cap
We have previously reported in The
Forester about the introduction of
the Benefit Cap and how this may
affect people receiving Housing
Benefit. This was originally intended
to be introduced nationally in April
this year but the start date has
been delayed. It will be introduced
in this district between 15 July and
30 September. Not many people in
the district will be affected but if you
are, you should already have been
contacted by the Department for
Work and Pensions.
The Benefit Cap is a limit on the
overall amount of benefit you can
get. If the total income you get
from a range of benefits is more
than £500 each week for lone
parents/couples with or without
children or £350 each week for
single people without children, your
Housing Benefit will be reduced.
For example, if your total benefits
are £515 per week, your Housing
Benefit will be reduced by £15 per
week to make your income the
maximum of £500 per week.
The range of benefits includes
Housing Benefit, Job Seeker’s
Allowance, Income Support,
Employment Support Allowance,
Child Benefit, Child Tax Credit and
Carer’s Allowance.
This limit on benefits will not apply
if you get Pension Credit or Working
Tax Credit, or if someone in your
household gets Disability Living
Allowance, Attendance Allowance,
Industrial Injuries Benefit or the
support element of Employment
Support Allowance.

Watch democracy any time, anywhere

Premises licensing applications

You can now view Council meetings
on your tablet computer and mobile
phone.
Following feedback from users,
we have made changes to our
webcasting service. All tablet
computers such as iPads as well
as mobile phones will be able
to stream both our live and past
meetings ensuring our commitment
to being an open, accountable and
transparent council.
Last year, more than 20,000
people watched over 100 meetings,
making us one of the most-watched
councils in the country. Our cabinet,
full council and plans meetings were
the most popular.
Councillor Haluk Ulkun Support
Services Portfolio Holder said:
“Our users have asked us to make
meetings available on their portable
devices. With the help of Public-i,
we have now made our meetings

The Council has recently decided
to improve the way in which we
inform people about applications for
pubs, clubs, street trading and other
premises licences.
Previously, we simply met the
legal requirement by publishing
the applications online, requiring
the applicant to display details at
the venue itself and ensuring they
published a public notice in the local
paper. This was intended to give
residents, interested parties and local
businesses the opportunity to make
comments, if they wanted to.

Mobile EFDC

Report it

Contact us

Find us

Council
meetings

Councillor
search

EFDC on
Twitter

What’s on
today?

Council news Search our main
site

more widely available. If you follow
us on Twitter @eppingforestdc
you will get a webcast meeting alert
with a link to watch the meeting live
as it happens.”
If you have any problems
viewing our webcasts, please
E-Mail: democraticservices@
eppingforestdc.gov.uk

Epping Forestwww.eppingforestdc.gov.uk
District Council

MoT TESTING

MoTs testing classes IV, V and VII

FREE retest within 10 working days

Trade Discounts

Carried out by the Council’s friendly, experienced and impartial team of testers
To make a booking contact us on 020 8532 0357
E-Mail: pspencer@eppingforestdc.gov.uk
Langston Road Depot, Langston Road, Loughton IG10 3UE
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However there was concern that
people who could be affected by
licence applications were unaware of
them.
So the Council has decided that
for a trial period of nine months, a
letter will also be sent to all properties
within a 150 metre radius of the
premises in question.
The purpose of this is to raise
awareness and provide an
opportunity to those living in the
vicinity to comment - it does not
encourage any particular response.
This is why; if you receive such

a letter it will be written in a very
factual way, encloses details of
the application and informs you of
the procedure to be followed if you
make a representation.
If you do want to respond either to
the letter or any other form of notice,
any representations must be made
within the time limit mentioned in the
letter or notice and comments will
be published on a public agenda.
The system will be assessed
following the trial period to see to
what extent it has been welcomed
by residents and businesses.

Love Oakwood Hill
Local residents from Oakwood
Hill came along to the Community
Centre to enjoy the free ‘Love
Oakwood Hill’ event.
Activities on offer included arts and
crafts and face painting. Children
and adults alike joined in with
making Spaghetti Bolognese with
their bodies - a different way to
get active. Painted faces included
monsters, Minnie Mouse and even
pirates and residents could also find
out about recycling and joining their
local Residents’ Association.
Other organisations taking part
included Loughton Voluntary Care,
Epping Forest College and Essex
County Fire & Rescue Service.
Gill Wallis, Community
Development Officer said: “Lots of
residents came along to see us and
we received some excellent ideas
as to the types of activities that
the community would like to see
available locally.”
A similar event was also organised
by the Council’s Community Services
Team at the Ninefields Community
Centre in Waltham Abbey.

Finding out more about recycling

Getting active!
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Councillors’ allowances
and expenses 2012/13
Set out below is a summary of the allowances and expenses paid to Councillors during the
financial year ended 31 March 2013.
A detailed breakdown and an explanation of the amounts paid are available on the Council’s website
www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk or on application to Democratic Services, Office of the Chief Executive, Civic Offices,
High Street, Epping CM16 4BZ Tel: 01992 564244 E-Mail: democraticservices@eppingforestdc.gov.uk

£
K Angold-Stephens (Chairman 2011/12)
5,192.35
K Avey
3,150.00
R Bassett
10,237.58
A L Boyce
6,333.75
H Brady
3,449.10
W S Breare-Hall
10,035.34
G Chambers
3,521.90
K S Chana
3,556.00
A J Church
2,841.85
T O Cochrane
3,557.79
R Cohen
3,400.00
C W Finn
3,150.00
U M Gadsby
4,436.00
L Girling
3,518.00
P Gode
3,400.00
A G Grigg
9,035.68
James Hart
6,467.18
Jennie Hart
3,397.90
D J Jacobs
4,099.02
D Johnson
3,275.00
S Jones
3,400.00
H Kane
3,341.85
P Keska
3,400.00
J Knapman
4,306.43
Y R Knight
3,400.00
J Lea
3,400.00
L T Leonard
5,254.39
A Lion
5,254.39
H Mann
2,841.85
J A Markham
3,150.00
M A McEwen
5,334.49
A Mitchell
4,170.00
G Mohindra
4,271.93
R H Morgan
7,108.67
S W Murray
5,300.00
J Philip
4,700.11
C P Pond
3,571.00
B A Rolfe (Chairman 2012/13 Vice-Chairman 2011/12) 10,927.21
B P Sandler
5,762.00
M Sartin (Vice-Chairman 2012/2013)
9,274.94
G Shiell
3,341.85
P Smith
6,760.02
P J Spencer
3,631.40

£
D J Stallan
S-A Stavrou
T Thomas
H Ulkun
L A Wagland (Leader 2011/12)
G Waller
S I Watson
A Watts
E A Webster
C L Whitbread (Leader 2012/13)
J H Whitehouse
J M Whitehouse
D J Wixley
N Wright
J A Wyatt

9,915.40
9,590.30
3,341.85
9,355.04
5,505.79
11,097.34
3,400.00
5,550.00
9,417.31
16,746.06
3,400.00
3,620.00
3,966.23
2,841.85
6,779.94

The following payments were made to councillors who
retired, resigned or were not re-elected during the year		
			
R Barrett
319.57
R E Brookes
319.57
J F Collier
319.57
D M Collins
319.57
D P Dodeja
319.57
W J Pryor
319.57
P Richardson
319.57
J M Sutcliffe
319.57
The following payments were made to independent
members of the Standards Committee, the Audit and
Governance Committee and the Independent
Remuneration Panel
				
J Guth
111.11
D Jackman
500.00
R Kelly
500.00
S A Lye
500.00
M A Peddle
500.00
R Thompson
500.00
M Wright
125.00
TOTAL

317,798.85
Find us on Twitter @eppingforestdc. Postcode for Satnavs is CM16 6HR
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www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk

How to contact us
Join facebook.com/
eppingforestdc

Council Services
Abandoned Vehicles 01992 564608
Adaptations for People with Disabilities
Council Houses 01992 564052
Private 01992 564092
Animal Welfare 01992 564153
Blocked Drains 01992 564608
Blue Badges 0845 603 7630
Building Regulations 01992 564141
Caravan Site Enquiries 01992 564706
Caring and Repairing in Epping Forest (CARE)
01992 564086
Careline 020 8532 1065
Citizens’ Advice Bureau 0844 257 1909
Compliments and Complaints 01992 564051
Community Development, Arts, Sport and
Health and Young People 01992 564561
Councillors and Committees 01992 564244
Council Tax 01992 564188/9
Countrycare 01992 788203
Day Clubs for Older People 020 8508 8715
Dog Warden 01992 564077
Elections 01992 564023
Empty Properties 01992 564706
Environment and Street Scene Call Centre 		
01992 564608
Epping Forest District Museum 01992 716882
Epping Sports Centre 01992 564564
Flooding 01992 564608
Flooding (out of hours) 01992 564000
Fly-tipping 01992 564608
Food Safety 01992 564608
Fraud Hotline 01992 564444
Grants - Voluntary and Community
			 Organisations 01992 564247
		
- Listed Buildings 01992 564119
		
- Home Improvement 01992 564092
Highways 0845 603 7631
Homelessness 01992 564257
Housing and Council Tax Benefits 01992 564000
Housing (Social) Applications 01992 564000

Follow us on Twitter
@eppingforestdc

Loughton Leisure Centre 01992 564574
MoT Tests 020 8532 0357
Noise Pollution 01992 564608
North Weald Airfield 01992 564200
Ongar Leisure Centre 01277 363969
Park Home Enquiries 01992 564706
Parking Partnership 0845 045 1599
Planning Appeals 01992 564326
Planning Applications 01992 564584
Planning Enforcement 01992 564527
Public Rights of Way 0845 603 7621
Recycling and Refuse Collection 01992 564608
Registrar 01992 572788
Right to Buy 01992 564420
Skips (advice only) 0845 603 7621
Street Cleansing 01992 564608
Street Lighting 0845 603 7621
Taxi Licensing 01992 564461
Tenant Participation/Residents’ Associations
01992 564524
Trees - Landscape and Tree Preservation
		
01992 564117
- Street Trees 01992 564562
Waltham Abbey Swimming Pool 01992 716733
Warden-Assisted Housing 020 8508 8596
Website Enquiries 01992 564240
Wheelie Bin Enquiries 01992 564608
One Shops Local www.oneshopslocal.com
Visit Epping Forest www.visiteppingforest.org
01992 564094

Information services
Epping Information Desk
Buckhurst Hill Library
Chipping Ongar Library
Loughton Library
Waltham Abbey Library

01992 564288
020 8504 0810
01277 362616
020 8502 0181
01992 713717

Epping Forest District Council, Civic Offices, High Street, Epping, Essex CM16 4BZ
Phone: 01992 564000 (main switchboard) Fax: 01992 578018 E-Mail: contactus@eppingforestdc.gov.uk

