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Leader’s Comment

Councillor Chris Whitbread
Leader of the Council

What a year 2014 has been!
During the summer our district was showcased to the whole
world during the world’s greatest cycling race, the Tour de
France. This has done a marvellous job in encouraging more
people to get on their bikes and get out and about in the fresh
air and take more exercise. The Council offers several cycling
initiatives. Contact Fabrizio Ferrari on 01992 564567 for more
information on how you can get involved in cycling in the
district.
This summer also saw a sombre commemoration of the
100th anniversary of the outbreak of World War I. The
Council, businesses and residents across the district switched
off their lights, leaving just one burning to mark this occasion.

Along with the more recent remembrance
ceremonies, it was a stark reminder of the
sacrifices our armed forces made and continue
to make today 100 years on. It is vital we do not
forget.
I am pleased to say that the economy continues
to improve and I would encourage you all to
‘Shop Local’ this festive time. All our car parks
will be free on the Saturdays and Bank Holidays
in December as well as on New Year’s Day.
Remember to check out the offers on the One
Shops Local website before you go www.oneshopslocal.com You never know

there may be something there for you.
The Council is once again planning to freeze
Epping Forest District Council’s element of
the Council Tax next year. This will be the fifth
consecutive year that we have been able to do
this.
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a
very merry Christmas and a happy and healthy
New Year.
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CouncilNEWS

E-Mail us: forester@
eppingforestdc.gov.uk

Join facebook.com/
eppingforestdc

Follow us on Twitter
@eppingforestdc

The latest news about Epping Forest District Council and what’s happening around the district

The Local Plan
Epping Forest District Council
continues to work on a new
Local Plan. This will replace the
existing 1998 Local Plan and 2006
Alterations documents. The new
Local Plan will guide development in
the district up to 2033, being used to
deal with planning applications and
to provide land allocations.
Already completed to date are;
evidence gathering and background
work; Issues and Options
preparation and public consultation,
including initial appraisal. Currently
under way is the draft plan

(preferred options) preparation
and further evidence appraisal
until early summer next year. This
includes key pieces of work around
economic development, flood
risk assessments and reviewing
the Strategic Land Availability
Assessment (SLAA).
Further details about the Local
Plan can be found at www.
eppingforestdc.gov.uk/index.php/
contact-us/consultation/planningour-future You will find a series of
the most common questions being
asked about the new Local Plan and

answers to them. You will also be
able to read about the work done
so far on the Local Plan and the
emerging Neighbourhood Plans
being produced by various Town
and Parish Councils in the district,
which will legally have policy status
and will be used to help decide
planning applications.
You can also read news stories
about the Local Plan.
For more information, call 01992
564517, E-Mail: ldfconsult@
eppingforestdc.gov.uk or write to
Forward Planning, Epping Forest

Buckhurst Hill have submitted a Neighbourhood Plan
District Council, Civic Offices, High
Street, Epping, Essex CM16 4BZ.
You can also visit our reception
desk (open Monday-Friday 9.00am1.00pm).
Duty to co-operate

North Weald Bassett has a Master Plan

4
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We cannot make a plan in isolation
and an important part of this is
working with and getting some
agreements with our neighbouring
authorities. This is called Duty to
Co-operate. The first meeting of
a Members’ ‘Duty to Co-operate’
Board, which included many
members from our neighbouring
authorities has taken place. This
is an advisory group, which will
consider cross-boundary issues
such as transport and other
infrastructure, amongst other things
and it will make recommendations

to be taken back to individual
councils. The group includes
Harlow, Uttlesford, Broxbourne and
East Herts Councils and Essex and
Herts County Councils, as well as
the London Boroughs of Redbridge,
Enfield and Waltham Forest. The
group’s Terms of Reference were
agreed and it was also agreed to
support Junction 7a of the M11.
The group also agreed to receive
the latest information on the
updated Strategic Housing Market
Assessment (SHMA).
North Weald Bassett Airfield and
Village Master Planning

Neighbourhood plans
The Council is awaiting formal
submission of the Moreton,
Bobbingworth and the Lavers
Neighbourhood Plan. The formal
process of consultation followed by
examination will then commence.
The designation of Epping
Neighbourhood Area has already
been approved. Applications for
Neighbourhood Area designation
have been received from Buckhurst
Hill Town Council and North Weald
Bassett Parish Council. A formal
designation consultation has been
carried out.

The North Weald Bassett
Master Plan final report from the
consultants has been accepted into
the evidence base.
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Taxing time for students

Youth Conference

Students at the East 15 Acting
School in Loughton were helped
by Council Tax staff during their
induction week in an innovative
scheme to reduce administration
costs and ease stress on students.
For the second year, the Council
worked with the Student Support
Team at the College and 240
students registered their Council
Tax student certificate. This enables
them to be exempt from or pay a
reduced rate of Council Tax.
Full-time students are not usually
counted when calculating the
Council Tax and if everyone living
at the property is a full-time student,
no-one is counted and the property
is exempt. To claim the reduction
or exemption, the Council must see
the student certificate.
Many of the students were in their
first year and come from outside the
district. Council Tax staff also gave
advice on behalf of other councils,
including the London Boroughs
of Waltham Forest, Redbridge,
Havering and Tower Hamlets.
Peter Freeman Council Tax Officer

The most pressing issues - alcohol,
bullying and stress - affecting young
people were debated during Local
Democracy Week.
A conference for young people
aged 11 to 17 was organised by
the Council and the Youth Council.
Schools and Colleges throughout
the district sent around 90 delegates
and the Epping Forest Youth
Council also took part.
The Youth Conference aimed
to engage young people in local
politics, encourage people to take
up the right to vote, get involved in
local government and have a
Council Tax staff were on hand to help students
said: “This fantastic new scheme
works well for both the Council and
students. It allows us to get the
correct paperwork from students
at the start of the year, avoiding
unnecessary administration costs
and stress to the students.”
Andrew McCarthy Student Support
Officer said: “We have been working
closely with Epping Forest District

Council to ensure all our students
are registered and the required
paperwork has been completed.
Over the past two years our links
with the Council Tax department
have grown and we are delighted
with the presence of Council Tax
staff on campus to enable the
successful registration of our
students.”

say in their council. It provided
an opportunity for young people
to voice their concerns and make
councillors more accessible. Local
Democracy Week provided an
opportunity for councils to engage
with people and encourage more
young people to take part in civic
life.
Delegates packed the council
chamber for a welcome by District
Council Chairman Councillor
Tony Boyce and a video message
by constituency MP and Deputy
Speaker of the House of Commons
Eleanor Laing.

Epping Forest Youth Council 2014-2016

Outdoor fun more popular than ever
The Council delivers community
services with the aim of building a
friendly and safe environment in which
to live, play and work across the whole
district.
The ‘Play in the Park’ initiative, now in
its fifth year, saw families venture out
to open spaces of the district to play
and have fun. Play Ranger Teams
visited both town and rural locations
during the summer holiday. They
brought along equipment and games,
including tennis, skipping, space
hoppers and giant Connect Four plus
arts and crafts and badge making.
Through the support of participating
Parish and Town Councils, the scheme
ran for four weeks visiting various sites

6
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across the district and attracting over
1,000 children to take part. ‘Play in the
Forest’ sessions also proved popular
with record numbers turning out to
search for mini beasts, build dens and
join in woodland arts and crafts.
There are plenty more events
planned for 2015 across the district.
Please check local press for details or
‘like’ us on the Facebook page EFDC
Community Development
Have you got a Community
need or idea? For support and
information, please get in touch with
the Community Development Team
on 01992 564363, 01992 564556 or
E-Mail: communitydevelopment@
eppingforestdc.gov.uk
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Council services over the festive season
Be taxi aware
identification badge; checking that
the vehicle has a registered taxi
licence plate on the back of the
vehicle; and noting that all Epping
Forest District Council taxis that
you can hail in the street must have
a meter that shows the maximum
fare you will be charged. Any other
taxis, licensed elsewhere, should
not be operating unless they are
pre-booked. If you hail a taxi in
the street, or are directed towards
a specific taxi, you should be
particularly vigilant.
If you want to report taxis
suspected of illegally plying for
trade, call us on 01992 564000.

If you are out and about celebrating
this Christmas and use a taxi to get
home, please take control of your
safety and make sure that your taxi
is licensed.
Unlicensed (illegal) vehicles
operating as taxis, will not have
been examined by the Council for
roadworthiness, may not have a
current MoT and are unlikely to be
insured to carry passengers for hire.
It is very unlikely that any checks
will have been carried out to see if
the driver is a fit and proper person
for this type of work. It might be
cheaper but is it worth the risk?
If somebody is operating without
a licence, it is probably because
they know that their vehicle or they
are unfit for the job, or they have
already been refused a licence.
Stay safe by planning in advance;
using a licensed taxi; booking in
advance or if choosing a taxi on
the street, always checking that it is
licensed: asking to see the driver’s

8
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Sometimes licensed drivers and
vehicles will be seen in a different
area from the one they are licensed
in. Normally this is because they
are fulfilling a booking that has
taken them into that area. While
this is acceptable, a taxi driver will
be committing an offence if he plies
for hire in a different area to the one
that he is licensed. A taxi licensed
by another authority can pick up
passengers in the Epping Forest
district but this must be pre-booked.

Essential services will continue,
even though the Council’s offices
will be closed from 12 noon on
24 December until 9.00am on
5 January 2015.
Should you need to contact us
over the festive season, remember
to visit the website at www.
eppingforestdc.gov.uk as you may
find the answer to your query. It is
available 24 hours a day, even on a
Bank Holiday.
Go online to check your recycling
and refuse collection dates, pay
your Council Tax or rent, or check
planning applications. Payments
can also be made over the phone
on 01992 564600 using your
debit or credit card. There is a
charge for using a credit card. In
addition there is a payment kiosk
at Waltham Abbey library during
library opening times. Please check
on Essex County Council’s website
www.essex.gov.uk for details. If
your query is not urgent, E-Mail:
contactus@eppingforestdc.
gov.uk or go to facebook www.
facebook.com/eppingforestdc or
Twitter @eppingforestdc
The Careline emergency service
for our older and vulnerable
residents continues 24 hours a
day throughout the festive season.
Parking Services continue as
normal apart from Christmas Day.
Normal parking enforcement will
take place.
Fleet Operations will be open for
MoTs at Langston Road, Loughton
from 8.00am-4.00pm on 29 and 30
December. Call 020 8532 0357 to
book.
Waste and recycling collections
will continue, subject to the changes
necessary to accommodate the
Bank Holidays. Changes due to bad
weather will be published on our
website.
In an emergency, call the Council on
01992 564000 if you have a flooding,

drainage or homeless emergency,
or if you need to report a noise
problem. Your enquiry will be passed
to an appropriate officer if relevant.
However, we do ask that you call only
in a genuine emergency.
Council tenants should call 01992
564199 for emergency repairs. For
gas heating breakdown call 0208
502 2250 and if you suspect a gas
leak, call 0800 111 999.
Epping Forest District Museum is
currently undergoing an extensive
refurbishment and extension project
and remains closed. Our sister
Museum in Hoddesdon High Street
is closed from Christmas Eve until
New Year’s Day inclusive.

The Limes Centre in Chigwell
and the Broadway Housing Office
in Debden will be closed from
12 noon on Christmas Eve until
9.00am on Monday 5 January 2015
and Countrycare the Council’s
countryside management service
will not be carrying out any projects
during this time.
North Weald Airfield is closed only
on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and
New Year’s Day.
For information about Leisure
Centre opening times, please go to
www.everyoneactive.com Regular
classes may also be subject to
change so do check before you
leave home.

Consultation on Christmas closure
In the last issue of The Forester,
we sought residents’ views about
the Council closing its offices
over the Christmas and New Year
period and how you access our
services.
The majority (98.8% of
respondents were not
inconvenienced by our current
arrangements. In addition, 82%

were aware of our services
and almost half (45%) use the
website. Following on from
the results of the survey it has
been decided to continue with
the current arrangements for
2014/15.
You will find information on what
services will be available during
the closure at the top of this page.
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Switch and Save

Creativity Awards for young people

The Council is supporting Essex
County Council’s Essex Energy
Switch initiative.
Switching energy supplier is an
effective means of reducing costs.
However, consumers are often
reluctant to switch because of the
difficulty in assessing whether
they will actually pay less. The
Essex Energy Switch removes the
complexities from the perspective
of the customer and makes it much
more likely that they will get a better
deal by switching supplier.
The scheme works by bringing
together residents who want to
switch energy providers in order to
pay less for their gas and electricity
bills. Its aim is to help get a better
deal on gas and electricity bills.
The scheme is run by Essex
County Council, in partnership with
District, Borough and City Councils
throughout the county and delivered
by iChoosr, an independent
provider, which specialises in

collective energy switching.
The first Essex Energy Switch in
early 2014 secured total savings
on gas and electricity bills of over
£250,000 for Essex residents. Some
1,202 residents accepted offers to
switch energy providers with the
collective savings scheme, with
average savings per household
of £209.
Residents who sign up for

the scheme each receive a
personalised offer detailing how
much they could save, with no
obligation to switch.
If you are interested in potentially
saving money on your energy bills,
then register today. Registration is
now open until Monday 17 February
2015. Businesses on a domestic
energy tariff can also register. Go to
www.essex.gov.uk/pages/energyswitch.aspx
The Council’s Safer, Greener and
Transport Portfolio Holder Councillor
Gary Waller said: “This is a fantastic
opportunity for our residents to join
together to switch suppliers and
save money on their energy bills at
a time when every penny counts.
There is no obligation to switch once
you have registered.”
Residents who do not have
Internet access at home can register
for the offer using IT facilities at
libraries across Essex using a gas
and electricity bill to help complete
the registration.

Epping Forest Community Transport
Can you help?

Epping Forest Community
Transport, a long-established local
scheme based in the district, is
currently experiencing an evergrowing demand for its services and
is looking for volunteers to help in
many areas of the organisation.
Epping Forest Community Transport

10
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supplies transport across the
district for older people, people with
disabilities or those who are rurally
isolated and unable to access public
transport.
If your New Year’s resolution is to
help others, then look no further.
Epping Forest Community Transport
has several volunteer roles
available, including minibus drivers,
drivers who have their own cars,
office support staff and trustees.
There will soon be a need for more
minibus drivers as the Chairman
of Council, Councillor Tony Boyce
is raising funds during his year
in office to provide one for the
Community Transport Scheme.
He said: “I am delighted to be
supporting this scheme with my

fundraising activities this year. I
would encourage volunteers to
come forward to help out this very
worthy cause. Your time is equally
as valuable as financial support
and this service is relied upon by
many of our residents to be able to
get out and about in the district as
well as to attend hospital or doctors’
appointments.”
If you think you could be suitable
for any of the above positions and
you have a few hours to spare,
please call 01992 565115 for more
information. Training and support
will be given for all positions.
Epping Forest Community
Transport is based in the Social
Care Building, 2nd Floor, St John’s
Road, Epping CM16 5EB.

Last year’s group winners ‘Three Reasonable Women’
If you have a talent in the arts,
culture or heritage, we can help
you further develop your skills with
our Creativity Award. Young people
from the district, aged 13-25 can

apply. Ranging from £50 to £1,500,
they are designed to support and
develop artistic and creative talent.
Applicants must demonstrate
their commitment and explain how

Have you registered?
If not, you won’t be able to have
your say on 7 May 2015.
As well as the general election
there are local District and Parish
Council elections in some parts
of the district. You might not be
thinking about voting on polling day
but if you change your mind nearer
the time and you aren’t registered,
you might be too late to do anything
about it.
If you have recently moved, if you
will be 18 on or before 7 May, or you
think you might not be registered
and you have access to a computer

the award will help them. They
should be actively pursuing their
interest either through volunteering,
education, exhibition, performance
or other routes.
The awards are open to individuals
and groups of at least three people.
The group could be an art club,
theatre group, choir or orchestra or
one that is formed especially to apply
for funding. Heritage projects and all
young people’s programmes through
our museum service is included.
If you need help with fees for a
course or for purchasing special
equipment, if you live in the
district, or volunteer at either of our
museums, get in touch today.
Apply at www.eppingforestdc.gov.
uk/creativityawards by midnight
on Sunday 4 January 2015. For
more information, E-Mail: efa@
eppingforestdc.gov.uk or call
01992 564551.

Your vote counts!
PLEASE register online at www.
gov.uk/registertovote
It’s free, quick, easy and secure all you need is your name, address,
nationality, date of birth and National
Insurance number.
Remember, paying Council Tax
or receiving other Council benefits
DOES NOT mean your name is on
the electoral register.
Register online at www.gov.uk/
registertovote
Helpline: 01992 564411
E-Mail: elections@
eppingforestdc.gov.uk

The way you register to vote is
changing. If you are eligible to vote
or are currently 17 years of age, you
MUST register to vote yourself. One
person in each household has taken
responsibility for ensuring all those
eligible to vote are included until
now. This is changing to individual
electoral registration.
This year’s register will be used to
determine those allowed to vote at
the general election.
Many young people approaching
18 have not been registering. If you
are 17, make sure you do.
Staff went to the College Freshers’
day to talk to students to explain
the process. Epping Forest Youth
Councillors are distributing leaflets
to fellow students.
For more information, call 01992
564411 or E-Mail: elections@
eppingforestdc.gov.uk
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Epping Forest District Council covers an area of 131 square miles
and has a population of 125,000. The district is divided into 32
Wards and there are 58 Councillors. As can be seen some Wards
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out on the number of residents living in each Ward. This map should
help you identify your Councillors.
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A lot of people need us. That's why our volunteers
are always around to give anyone who is struggling
to cope the space and time to talk.

ing us

Find out about join

rg/volunteer
www.samaritans.o

itans.org

Redbridge@samar

Samaritans is a registered charity. To protect people's privacy,

REDBRIDGE

the photo has been posed by a model.

This
ed 3D

Fram

Located in the Heart of
the Epping Town Centre
Seating for
receptions up to 150

se
Plea

Separate bar, patio and garden
Lift to Both Levels

N
ng to
DRE
e alo R CHIL
OU

com

Ample Local Parking

Disabled Access

Epping Hall is a purpose built venue situated in the heart of
Epping town centre that is ideal for any kind of function.
With its own kitchen, bar, lounge, patio and garden - not to
mention a main hall that can seat 150 people (sit down meal), or
be converted into a theatre with rack seating (224 people) staging
and curtains, and conference facilities for 50 people
Council Offices, Epping Hall, St Johns Road,
Epping, Essex CM16 5JU

For more Information

Telephone: 01992 579444
FORESTER ADVERTISING 72
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Free Quotations • Quality Workmanship • Bespoke Joinery Undertaken
Loft Conversions • Hardwood/Softwood Doors and Windows
Bathrooms and Kitchens
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KNOW YOUR WARD COUNCILLOR
BROADLEY COMMON, EPPING
UPLAND AND NAZEING

BUCKHURST HILL EAST

CONSERVATIVE

GREEN PARTY

Robert Glozier

Steven Neville

CHIPPING ONGAR, GREENSTED AND MARDEN ASH

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT

CONSERVATIVE

Neville Wright

BUCKHURST HILL WEST
DEMOCRATS
CONSERVATIVE LIBERAL
CONSERVATIVE

Haluk Ulkun

Sylvia Watson

CHIGWELL VILLAGE

CHIGWELL ROW

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

Brian Sandler

Lesley Wagland

Gavin Chambers

EPPING LINDSEY AND THORNWOOD COMMON

LOUGHTON ST JOHN’S

CONSERVATIVE

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

John Knapman

Bob Jennings

LOWER NAZEING

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

CONSERVATIVE

Caroline Pond

Harvey Mann

Howard Kauffman

Richard Bassett

THEYDON BOIS

EPPING HEMNALL

HASTINGWOOD, MATCHING
AND SHEERING VILLAGE

GRANGE HILL

LOUGHTON ST MARY’S

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

NORTH WEALD BASSETT

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

Yolanda Knight

Anne Grigg

WALTHAM ABBEY NORTH EAST

SHELLEY

CONSERVATIVE

LABOUR

Dave Stallan

Peter Gode

WALTHAM ABBEY PATERNOSTER

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

INDEPENDENT

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

UKIP

CONSERVATIVE

Will Breare-Hall

Tony Church

Chris Whitbread

Alan Lion

Gagan Mohindra

Kewal Chana

Richard Morgan

Kim Adams

Janet Whitehouse

Jon Whitehouse

Sue Jones

John Philip

Jeane Lea

Ann Mitchell

David Dorrell

Liz Webster

Brian Surtees

Paul Keska

HIGH ONGAR, WILLINGALE
AND THE RODINGS

LAMBOURNE

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

LOUGHTON ALDERTON
INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

WALTHAM ABBEY HONEY LANE

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
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UKIP

CONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE

Rodney Butler

Glynis Shiell

Antony Watts

KEY

SHEERING

WARD BOUNDARY
PARISH BOUNDARY

Margaret McEwen

Brian Rolfe

LOUGHTON BROADWAY

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Chris Roberts

10

Tracey Thomas

MATCHING

LOWER SHEERING

CONSERVATIVE

HIGH LAVER LITTLE
LAVER

25
ROYDON
Chris Pond

Leon Girling

LOUGHTON FAIRMEAD
INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

MAGDALEN
LAVER

Gary Waller

MORETON AND
FYFIELD
CONSERVATIVE

20 NAZEING
1

Louise Mead

PASSINGFORD
CONSERVATIVE

David Wixley
INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

LOUGHTON RODING
INDEPENDENT LOUGHTON
RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

INDEPENDENT

WALTHAM
ABBEY

28

15

16

12

Stephen Murray

Mary Sartin
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27

STANFORD RIVERS

LOUGHTON

CONSERVATIVE

19

Kenneth Angold-Stephens

THEYDON
BOIS

18

James Hart

ROYDON

26

EFORD
STAPL EY
TAWN
ON
THEYD T
MOUN

Sharon Weston

24

EPPING

ON
THEYD N
O
GARN

Heather Brady

CONSERVATIVE

Syd Stavrou

Helen Kane

Ricki Gadsby

Epping Forest District Council covers an area of 131 square miles
and has a population of 125,000. The district is divided into 32
Wards and there are 58 Councillors. As can be seen some Wards
have three Councillors whilst others have only one. This is worked
out on the number of residents living in each Ward. This map should
help you identify your Councillors.

6

7

31
29

CONSERVATIVE

ONGAR

CONSERVATIVE

32

11
WILLINGALE

HIGH ONGAR

8

30

Tony Boyce

LOUGHTON FOREST

22

23

EPPING UPLAND

WALTHAM ABBEY SOUTH WEST

CONSERVATIVE

ABBESS, BEAUCHAMP
AND BERNERS RODING

MORETON FYFIELD

NORTH WEALD
BASSETT BOBBINGWORTH

WALTHAM ABBEY
HIGH BEACH

13

LAMBOURNE

5

Roydon
Shelley

Contains Ordnance Survey Data © Crown
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Councillors remembered
It is with deep regret
and sadness that
we report the loss
of Councillors Ken
Avey and Penny
Smith, former
Chairman of Council
and member of the
Cabinet and former
Chairman of Council
Joan Davis.

Ken Avey

Penny Smith

Joan Davis was
well known to the
residents of Loughton
Broadway, for whom
she served as a
district councillor from
1979 to 2006 and as
Chairman of Council
from 1994 to 1995.
Tributes have been
paid to their dedication
and commitment to
their constituents.

Councillor Penny
Smith was ward
councillor for
Broadley Common,
Epping Upland and
Nazeing, representing
her constituency with
commitment and
compassion for over
15 years.

Councillor Ken Avey
had been the ward
councillor for Epping
Hemnall since 2011
and also a parish
councillor for Epping
Town Council.
Joan Davis

Community day

Keep safe this Christmas

Over 4,000 people raised £7,165
at the North Weald Airfield
Community Day. Organised by
EM Aviation Services Ltd and the
Council, it commemorated the 70th
anniversary of D-Day.
It included the first official air
display at the Airfield since 1999,
rounded off by a Spitfire and
Hurricane.
Russell Smith General Manager
at EM Aviation said: “I’m delighted
to have raised so much. It will help
the local Royal British Legion and
the Essex and Herts Air Ambulance
Trust to continue their valuable
work. I am proud to be part of the
team that put on such a brilliant
event and would like to say a big
thank you to all involved, including
Kings Transport, who helped
sponsor the show.”
On Sunday 12 July 2015,
the Airfield will mark the 75th
anniversary of the Battle of Britain,
during which it played a vital part.

Christmas is a very special time of
celebration when our homes are
likely to be full of family, friends and
excitement. Accidents can easily
happen, so please follow these
safety tips to keep safe.

Anti-litter campaign
The ‘Love Essex’ campaign, which
ran throughout the summer, led to
a reduction of over 40% in fast food
litter across the county.
The campaign saw Essex local
authorities join forces with Essex
County Council, RP2 media, The
Highways Agency and fast food
partners, McDonald’s, KFC and
Domino’s, to raise awareness of the
issue of litter and the risk of fines for
those that offend.
It also gained national support from
environmental charity Keep Britain
Tidy, which undertook a review of
the campaign, including monitoring
of specific sites over several weeks.
Its findings have shown a 21%
overall decrease in the amount of
litter across the county, with a 41%

14
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Fairy lights

• Don’t attach decorations to lights
or heaters
• Don’t put decorations immediately
above or around the fireplace and
keep them away from candles

• Replace blown bulbs

Candles

• Don’t leave fairy lights on when
you go out or when you go to
sleep

• Always put candles on a heatresistant surface. Take extra care
with night lights and tea lights
which get hot enough to melt
plastic, such as TVs

• Don’t let bulbs touch anything that
can burn easily (such as paper)
• Don’t overload your sockets
Christmas trees
• Be especially careful if you have
a real tree - a burning tree can
rapidly fill a room with fire and
deadly gases

• Do not drop or flick cigarette ashes
near a tree
“To achieve a 41% decrease in fast
food litter is great news but it is
important we don’t stop here. We’ll
continue to tackle littering across the
district and encourage even more
people to ‘Love Essex’.”

• Light tissue paper or cardboard
decorations burn easily

• Check the fuses are the correct
type

• Needles on fresh trees should be
green and hard to pull back from
the branches and they should not
break. You can identify an old tree
by bouncing it on the ground: if
a lot of needles fall off, the tree
has dried out and could be a fire
hazard. Keep your tree away from
a heat source

decrease in branded fast food litter.
Councillor Will Breare-Hall,
Portfolio Holder for the Environment
said: “Keeping our towns and
countryside clean costs Essex
taxpayers over £17 million a year money which could be better spent.

Decorations

• Keep the tree stand filled with
water
• Dispose of your tree responsibly.
Leave it out with your recycling
after Christmas

• Put all candles in proper holders
and make sure they are held firmly
and upright
• Don’t put candles near curtains,
other fabrics or soft furnishings
and keep them away from
draughts
• Don’t put candles under shelves.
Make sure there is at least a metre
between a candle and any surface
above it
• Keep clothes and hair away from
burning candles and do not lean
over burning candles

• Never leave a burning candle or
an oil burner in a child’s bedroom
• Never go to sleep or go out with a
candle still burning
• Use a snuffer or a spoon to put out
candles
• Double check that candles are
completely out, as they can go on
smouldering and start a fire
General safety advice
• Make sure that you have a smoke
detector and test the battery
regularly
• Beware of trailing cables and wires
• Keep your stairs well lit and free
from obstacles
• Give yourself enough time to
prepare and cook Christmas
dinner to avoid accidents
and wipe up spillages
quickly
• Plan long journeys so
you won’t be driving
tired and don’t
drink and drive

• Keep candles out of the reach of
children and pets
• Leave at least 10cm between two
burning candles
• Don’t move candles whilst they are
burning - always extinguish them
first
• Don’t drop matchsticks or other
objects into the hot wax

Forester 72 / Winter 2014
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Communities News
Do you know a
cheater?

Frauds are cheating us all, so
please tell us about:
Anyone claiming benefits they may
be not entitled to, for example:
they are doing undeclared work; or
someone is living with them but they
claim to live alone.
Anyone who has committed a social
housing fraud by unlawful subletting; or not living in the property
and leaving it empty; or making a
fraudulent Right to Buy application;
or taking (or making) a payment for
a mutual exchange; or living in a
property after the tenant has died,
where they had no right to succeed,
or giving false or misleading
information to get the tenancy.
Your report will be treated in the
strictest confidence and can be
given anonymously.
Spotted a cheater?

Report fraud on
01992 564444 or www.
eppingforestdc.gov.uk
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Supporting landlords and tenants

Problems with condensation and mould?

Scheme supporting landlords
and tenants in the private rented
sector

Are you experiencing problems
with damp and mould growth in
your home?

The new Essex Landlord
Accreditation Scheme (ELAS) is
designed to recognise and promote
landlords that provide safe and wellmanaged accommodation and help
prospective tenants when deciding
on whether to rent a particular
property.
Landlords who ensure their
homes are properly maintained
and managed will be able to join
the Essex Landlord Accreditation
Scheme (ELAS) for an annual fee
of £95. As a result they will be able
to benefit from reductions on their
insurance costs; obtain free property
advertising; have direct access to
impartial advice and support on
relevant issues; have opportunities
for networking at forums and events;
and have access to information
on housing trends and needs in

There are three main types of
dampness;

their areas, which was previously
only provided to local housing
associations.
Through highlighting the county’s
good landlords, the scheme will
help tenants avoid falling foul of
unscrupulous landlords. In turn this
will help continue to drive up the
standards of housing in the private
rented sector.
If you are a landlord or a tenant
and would like to know more, go to
www.essexlandlords.com or call
01992 564348.

Epping Forest Housing Aid needs you
Many homeseekers cannot get
housed by the local council or a
housing association because of
high demand. They have to look
for private rented accommodation
but finding enough money for a
deposit can be very difficult.
The Epping Forest Housing Aid
Scheme (EFHAS) helps by giving
'deposit guarantees' to private
landlords, which take the place of
deposits. A guarantee will cover
an amount of up to a maximum
of four weeks’ rent. If there is any
loss or damage (beyond fair wear
and tear) the landlord can make
a claim at the end of the tenancy.
EFHAS will then recover the

money from the tenant.
EFHAS is staffed entirely by
volunteers. They have worked
with the Council’s Housing Service
to assist many local residents but
they urgently need more help and
a new secretary. Could you spare
an hour or two each week? You’ll
need some basic IT skills but you
can work from home and you
won’t have to handle money. Your
expenses and any mileage will be
covered and you will be supported
by the trustees.
If you would like more
information, please phone Sid
Miller on 01992 613651.

• Rising dampness - caused by a
missing or defective damp proof
course, usually affects external
walls only, rising up to a height of
1.5m.
• Penetrating dampness - due to
a defect in the structure, a leaking
pipe or rain spilling from a blocked
gutter.
• Condensation - The most
common cause of damp and
mould growth, caused by poor
ventilation and water vapour in
the air condensing onto cold
surfaces. Condensation and mould
growth can often be reduced or
remedied by making some simple
adjustments to living habits and
lifestyles.
Controlling the moisture
• Put lids on saucepans while you
are cooking to reduce steam

Condensation causes mould
Ventilate
• Open a window or use trickle vents
• Open the doors to ventilate
cupboards and wardrobes. If
possible, cut a ventilation slot in
the back

• Dry laundry outside. If you have
to dry it indoors, use a properlyvented tumble dryer or a clothes
airer in a room with the window
open

Provide even heating

• Keep doors closed while cooking
or bathing, use an extractor fan
and/or open a window

• If you don’t usually use all the
rooms in your home, you should
still keep them heated to a low
level to avoid cold areas

• Wipe down surfaces where
moisture settles regularly.

How can you treat mould?

• Avoid overloading cupboards and
drawers as this stops air circulating
• Leave a space between furniture
and the wall to allow air to
circulate, or position on an internal
wall.

• Keep your home warm to avoid
cold surfaces - leave heating on
low when you are out

• Keep airbricks or vents clear
• Use an airbrick or vent to ventilate
redundant chimneys

• Do not use paraffin or LPG gas
heaters. They produce large
amounts of water vapour and are
dangerous.

• Remove mould straight away to
stop it from spreading
• Wipe down walls, windows
and cills with a fungicidal wash
(available from most DIY stores)
• Dry-clean mildewed clothes and
shampoo carpets
• When decorating, use a good
quality fungicidal paint or wallpaper
paste.
Finally
If you follow these tips but
condensation and mould
growth is still a problem, call the
Council’s Private Sector Housing
Team on 01992 564348. More
information can be found at www.
eppingforestdc.gov.uk
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The museum’s next stage
It is already a year since the
Museum in Waltham Abbey closed
its doors for a major refurbishment
and extension project, made
possible by a Heritage Lottery Fund
grant of £1.65 million. The scheme,
which will total £2.5 million, will
extend and develop the museum,
making both the building and the
collections more accessible to all.
Developed jointly by the museum
team with design company Outside
Studios and architects Hawkins/
Brown, the project brings together
the majority of the museum’s
collections on one site, with the
creation of a community/education
room, a temporary exhibition gallery
and an ‘Explore’ gallery providing
access to the reserve collections.
The additional space will create a
cultural centre for local people and
visitors. The oldest part of the
museum, an historic Grade II* listed
Tudor timber-framed house dating
to 1520, will be interpreted and

displayed as a significant historical
structure in its own right. The
existing permanent exhibition
galleries will be redisplayed, with a
new selection of themes and
objects. The inclusion of a lift will
truly make the building completely
accessible.
£250,000 provided by the Council
helped to acquire extra room over
the library.
Staff and volunteers have been
working tirelessly to pack up and
catalogue the museum’s collections.
Items include archaeology,
photographs, a mummified cat, an
abbot’s skeleton and artworks by
artists connected with the district.
All of the collections have been
carefully moved to a suitable
storage area and will be redisplayed
when the museum re-opens.
Building survey
The listed building that the museum
lives in had to be assessed.
Working with listed building officers,
surveyors, architects and structural

18
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Lowewood Museum
The Council runs Lowewood
Museum, which has a programme
of events and exhibitions. You can
find out more at www.broxbourne.
gov.uk/lowewoodmuseum It is
open Wednesday to Friday
10.00am-4.00pm and Saturday
10.00am-5.00pm.
engineers, this involved discovering
what was under the floors and
behind the walls.
The next stages include finalising
plans and drawings ready for the
building work to begin.
Out and about
Far from being closed, staff are
spending a great deal of their time
out and about. As part of the special
‘Museum on the Move’ project, staff
have already been to events such
as the Waltham Abbey Town Show,

Epping Town Show, Waltham Abbey
Marriott Family Fun Day and a
number of other fairs. They are also
providing events and exhibitions at
Lowewood Museum in Hoddesdon
and an externally-funded exhibitions
programme for museums and
venues across the east of England.
This has also seen the launch of a
programme of work ‘The Young
Curators’ project, where the
museum is working with young
people in partnership with Epping
Forest and Herts Regional Colleges.
Staff are also talking to a range of

community groups.
Museum education and outreach
Education Officer Catherine
Hammond visits schools across the
district and Broxbourne Borough, as
well as running sessions at
Lowewood Museum. The programme
offers sessions based around the
curriculum.
There is also a local history website
at www.efdhistory.org.uk

Keep in touch
Keep up to date with all things
happening with the refurbishment
and the museum out and about by
checking the Twitter feed or the blog
at www.efdmuseum.com
Facebook is also worth keeping an
eye on as there are many old
pictures of the district posted on the
museum page www.facebook.
com/efdmuseum which are proving
very popular.
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Time
Free
www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk
Lifewalks works!
Lifewalks is the Council’s Walking
for Health Scheme, which has
helped regulars become healthier.
Walking is great exercise and
evidence shows that regular brisk
walking improves the performance
of your heart, lungs and circulation.
It can lower blood pressure and
reduce risk of strokes, as well as
heart disease. Walking at any pace
will help you manage your weight,
reduce the risk of developing type-2
diabetes and reduce the risk of
some cancers.
The distances range from one to
three miles. This seems short but it's
how fast you walk that's important.
Joan a frequent Lifewalker suffered
from diabetes. She was ecstatic
that, thanks to Lifewalks, she had
lost three stones and her blood
test results and cholesterol levels
improved dramatically.
Vic another Lifewalker explained
that he received a stark ‘wake up
call’. After a series of routine tests,
the doctor said he was overweight,
with a one in three chance of a
stroke and could get diabetes.
He joined Lifewalks and was
immediately hooked.
He is much healthier, his risk of
stroke and diabetes has dropped to
below average and he has lost over
a stone.
Contact Karen Williams E-Mail:
kmurray@eppingforestdc.gov.uk
or call 01992 564222.
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more info at www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk

Couch to 5km with Legs ‘n’ Lungs

Legs ‘n’ Lungs running group
meets every Monday and
Wednesday at 7.00pm for an hour,

at the Gunpowder car park off
Sewardstone Road in Waltham
Abbey.
The group has evolved from its
original aim of helping new runners
from couch to 5km. They encourage
people who are not currently active
or who haven’t run for some time.
Members regularly take part in the
5km Park Run and have taken part
in 10km runs, half marathons and
even the London Marathon!
Every single member of this group
started out as a ‘newbie’ to running
so if you are looking to start and
want to join a friendly group of likeminded people, give Legs ‘n’ Lungs
a go. Everyone is welcome, Monday
would be the perfect session if you
are just starting out! The Wednesday

session is a longer distance, perfect
for those who already have a
running base and for those who are
ready to start running twice a week.
Run leader Mark is an exinternational with a wealth of
knowledge and experience to help
you on your running journey!
£3.00 pay as you go or £15 for six
weeks.
Call Katie Corcoran on 01992
564713.

Six For All
Six For All is a brand new Councilrun project for people with
disabilities aged 14 and over.
Six For All is funded by Sport
England and will get disabled
people more active. Working with
local sports clubs in six different
sports we aim to increase the
number of sporting opportunities
around the district. Not only do we
want to increase the number of
disabled people being more active,
we also will up-skill volunteers,
participants and coaches by
running a number of workshops and
courses. Over the next three years
Six for All will target local clubs
offering Table Tennis, Trampolining,
Swimming, Judo, Boccia and
Athletics. To find out more, contact
Olivia Worsfold at oworsfold@
eppingforestdc.gov.uk or call
01992 564220.
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Waste and Recycling News
New partners to boost recycling

Biffa Municipal the Council’s new
refuse and recycling partner will be
introducing some changes to help
the district recycle even more.
The Council is already amongst
the top recycling authorities. With
your help we aim to be even better.
Please help us use less landfill
by reducing ‘contamination’ of the
wrong waste in your recycling.
Make sure that the correct items
go into the appropriate containers.
For more information, go to www.
eppingforestdc.gov.uk call 01992
564608 or E-Mail: erefuse@
eppingforestdc.gov.uk
Collection methods won’t change
with Biffa but new routes and
schedules will come in to effect next

year when they introduce a fourday collection week to avoid Bank
Holiday Mondays. Keep a lookout
for your new calendar, which will
explain everything or go to www.
eppingforestdc.gov.uk
Among the changes now is
the introduction of recycling for
‘Tetrapak’ food and drink cartons.
Next spring Biffa will start ‘one
pass’ collections with new, more
efficient collection vehicles with
two separate compartments. ‘One
pass’ will collect dry recyclables
and glass together, providing a
same day, same time collection.
Benefits include fewer trucks, less
traffic congestion and lower vehicle
emissions.
At the same time Biffa will start to
collect small waste electrical and
electronic equipment (WEEE), such
as irons, kettles, toasters and audio
equipment. Place your ‘WEEE’ in
plastic bags alongside your food
and garden waste bin. Biffa will take
care of the rest.

There is no change to fortnightly
collections of black refuse bins. 100
recycling sacks will be delivered to
every household each year. More
sacks will still be available from the
usual outlets.
Councillor Will Breare-Hall the
Council’s Environment Portfolio
Holder said: “We already have an
excellent recycling record, thanks
to the efforts and commitment of
our residents. We’re asking you to
help Epping Forest become one of
England’s best by supporting the
changes we’re introducing with Biffa.”
The Council aims to recycle over
60% with these new measures.
Last year, we collected nearly
51,500 tonnes of domestic waste.
30,279 tonnes were recycled,
composted or re-used. Look out
for the information leaflets, bin
hangers and calendars, which are
being delivered to all households
in the district to find out more, or
call 01992 564608, or E-Mail:
erefuse@eppingforestdc.gov.uk

Destination Epping Forest!
Chairman Councillor Tony Boyce
celebrated the district’s tourist
attractions at North Weald Airfield
and on the Epping Ongar Railway.
Guests from authorities across the
county and beyond were taken on a
vintage bus to North Weald Station
after touring the Airfield, then went
to Coopersale on the railway - the
limit of the service. A steam engine
pulled the Chairman’s guests back
to Ongar Station.
Rodger Green a long-serving
volunteer gave a tour and talk on
the history of Ongar Station and
the Railway. Councillors Ashley
Kissin the Mayor of Redbridge and
Robert Villa Mayor of Chelmsford
City Council won the charity auction
to ride on the footplate. Councillor
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Buckhurst Hill • Chipping Ongar • Epping • Loughton • Waltham Abbey
Coopersale • North Weald • Chigwell • Nazeing • The Lavers • High Ongar

Real Christmas
tree recycling
Revised collection dates for
the Christmas and New Year
Bank Holidays
You may wish to cut this out and keep it as a useful
reminder. More information can be found at
www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk

We will once again be collecting
your real Christmas trees for
recycling after the festive period.
Please remove the tree from its pot
or stand, take off all decorations and
tinsel and shake off any sprayed-on
or artificial snow. Place your tree by
your food and garden green-lidded
wheelie bin on any of the collection
days during January 2015. Ensure
that you saw in half any trees that
are over 6’ tall. This service will only
be available throughout January.

Normal collection day		

Revised collection day

Thursday 25 December		

Saturday 27 December

Friday 26 December

Monday 29 December

Monday 29 December

Tuesday 30 December

Tuesday 30 December

Wednesday 31 December

Wednesday 31 December

Friday 2 January 2015

Thursday 1 January

Saturday 3 January

Friday 2 January

Monday 5 January

Monday 5 January

Tuesday 6 January

Tuesday 6 January

Wednesday 7 January

Wednesday 7 January

Thursday 8 January

Thursday 8 January

Friday 9 January

Friday 9 January

Saturday 10 January

Normal collections resume on Monday 12 January

Recycle your batteries at the Civic Offices

Promoting the district’s tourist attractions
Boyce said: “This was a fantastic
opportunity to showcase all that the
district has to offer. I am grateful
to the Epping Ongar Railway. I am

sure more people are now aware
of this attraction and will spread the
word about our marvellous district
and all it has to offer.”

A battery recycling point has been
installed at the Civic Offices in the
High Street in Epping, in conjunction
with Battery Back, a battery recycling
company. Batteries can be placed in
the eye-catching container, which is
situated in the foyer of the building.
Chairman of Council Councillor
Tony Boyce said: “This is an
excellent scheme, which will divert
even more batteries from landfill.
Our residents will be able to recycle
their batteries when they come in to
collect their recycling bags or even

when paying their Council Tax.”
Cabinet Member Councillor Gary
Waller said: “This council is already
one of the top councils in Essex for
recycling. This scheme can only help
us to recycle even more.”
Once collected, the batteries are
sorted into chemical type, bulked
up and then sent on to treatment
facilities for 100% recycling,
recovering all base metals and
plastics. For further information,
please visit www.batteryback.org/
Recycle.html
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www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk

How to contact us
Join facebook.com/
eppingforestdc

Council Services
Abandoned Vehicles 01992 564608
Adaptations for People with Disabilities
Council Houses 01992 564052
Private 01992 564092
Animal Warden 01992 564077
Animal Welfare 01992 564153
Blocked Drains 01992 564608
Blue Badges 0845 603 7630
Building Regulations 01992 564141
Caravan Site Enquiries 01992 564706
Caring and Repairing in Epping Forest (CARE)
01992 564086
Careline 020 8532 1065
Citizens’ Advice Bureau 0844 257 1909
Compliments and Complaints 01992 564115
Community Development, Arts, Sport and
Health and Young People 01992 564561
Councillors and Committees 01992 564243
Council Tax 01992 564188/9
Countrycare 01992 788203
Elections 01992 564411
Empty Properties 01992 564706
Epping Forest District Museum 01992 716882
Epping Sports Centre 01992 564564
Flooding 01992 564608
Flooding (out of hours) 01992 564000
Fly-tipping 01992 564608
Food Safety 01992 564608
Fraud Hotline 01992 564444
Grants - Voluntary and Community
			Organisations 01992 564247
		
- Listed Buildings 01992 564358
		
- Home Improvement 01992 564092
Highways 0845 603 7631
Homelessness 01992 564257
Housing and Council Tax Benefits 01992 564000
Housing (Social) Applications 01992 564000
Loughton Leisure Centre 01992 564574
MoT Tests 020 8532 0357

Follow us on Twitter
@eppingforestdc

Neighbourhoods Customer Support Centre
(environmental issues) 01992 564608
Noise Pollution 01992 564608
North Weald Airfield 01992 564200
Ongar Leisure Centre 01277 363969
Park Home Enquiries 01992 564706
Parking Partnership 01206 282316
Planning Appeals 01992 564476
Planning Applications 01992 564584
Planning Enforcement 01992 564527
Public Rights of Way 0845 603 7621
Recycling and Refuse Collection 01992 564608
Registrar 01992 572788
Right to Buy 01992 564420
Skips (advice only) 0845 603 7621
Street Cleansing 01992 564608
Street Lighting 0845 603 7621
Taxi Licensing 01992 564461
Tenant Participation/Residents’ Associations
01992 564524
Trees - Landscape and Tree Preservation
		
01992 564452
- Street Trees 01992 564562
Waltham Abbey Swimming Pool 01992 716733
Warden-Assisted Housing 01992 564372
Website Enquiries 01992 564240
Wheelie Bin Enquiries 01992 564608
One Shops Local www.oneshopslocal.com
Visit Epping Forest www.visiteppingforest.org
01992 564094

Information Services
Epping Information Desk
Buckhurst Hill Library
Chipping Ongar Library
Loughton Library
Waltham Abbey Library

01992 564288
020 8504 0810
01277 362616
020 8502 0181
01992 713717

Epping Forest District Council, Civic Offices, High Street, Epping, Essex CM16 4BZ
Phone: 01992 564000 (main switchboard) Fax: 01992 578018 E-Mail: contactus@eppingforestdc.gov.uk

